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Several  Reafons  for  fuch  an  Eftablifhment ;  the  Cuftom  of 
other  Nations  with  regard  to  fuch  Penitents  \  and  the 

GREAT  ADVANTAGES 

Which  will  probably  arife  from  this  Inflitution,  upon  political  and 

RELIGIOUS  PRINCIPLES. 

Addreffed  to  the 
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PROMOTERS  of  this  CHARITY. 
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By  mercy  and  truth  iniquity  is  purged.  Prov.  xvi.  ver.  6. 
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SECTION  I. 


General  view  of  tlx  defign.  Reafons  for  communicating  thefe  thoughts.  Ge¬ 
neral  view  of  life .  The  application  to  the  fubjedf. 


x  the  more  I  am  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  your  defign.  I  apprehend 
you  mean — i.  To  induce  women*  who  have  lived  as proflitutes,  to  forfake  their 
evil  courfeof  life. — 2.  To  open  a  retreat  for  them,  where  they  may  pafs 
their  time  in  comfort  and  fafety,  under  no  other  confinement  than  fuch  as 
fhall  be  abfolutely  necefiary  for  their  own  prefervation,  and  what  themfelves 

fhall  have  voluntarily  confented  to,  without  any  legal  power. - 3.  To 

employ  them  in  the  mo  ft  ufeful  manner,  both  for  themfelves  and  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  by  rendering  them  pious,  induftrious,  and  frugal,  prepare  them 
for  a  comfortable  fettlement  in  the  world. - 4.  To  eftablifh  fuch  regulati¬ 

ons  and  ceconomy  as  fhall  at  once  feclude  them,  for  a  proper  time,  from 
any  evil  communication,  and  give  them  fuch  habits  as  fhall  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  the  fober  part  of  mankind. - 5.  To  treat  them  with  fuch 

regard,  as  fhall  convince  them  that  nothing  more  is  meant  than  their  own 
happinefs  ;  and  yet  avoid  fhowing  any  fuch  indulgence  as  fhall  tempt  the 
evil-minded  to  abufe  the  charity,  or  which  may  difqualify  thofe  who  are 
really  penitent,  from  procuring  a  maintenance  by  virtuous  indufiry  when 

they  (hall  return  into  the  world. - 6.  To  difmifs  them  whenever  it  fhall 

appear  for  their  fervice ;  but  not  till  they  fhall  have  acquired  fuch  habits 
aspromife  fair  to  fecure  them  from  the  fatal  effeds  of  idlenefs ;  nor  ’till  after 
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they 


they  (hall  have  entitled  themfelves  to  fuch  a  certificate  of  their  good  beha¬ 
viour,  as  will  recommend  them  to  ufeful  and  reputable  employments. — — 
7.  To  appropriate  fuch  a  (hare  of  the  produce  of  their  induftry  to  them, 
with  the  addition  of  fuch  other  bounty,  as  fliall  be  thought  due  to  their 

merit,  as  may  enable  them  to  live  with  honor  and  reputation. —  8.  To  con- 

,  *  —  —  •  ,  - . 

dud  this  charity  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  fliall  be  confidered  as  a  favor  to 
be  accepted  ;  and,  confequently,  totally  inconfiftent  with  the  notion  of 

imprifonment. 

It  will  be  a  glorious  tafk,  indeed,  to  co-operate  with  heaven,  as  far  as 
blind  and  indigent  mortals  can  imitate  their  Maker,  in  curing-  a  difeafeoi 
the  mind,  much  more  fatal  than  jrcnxy.  We  are  told,  that  cc  the  price  of  a 
good  woman  is  beyond  gold."  The  fmcerejl  joys  of  life  indeed  flow  from 
the  con  dud:  of  virtuous  women  ;  and  the  acutefl  miferies  from  the  vicious 
part  of  the  fex.  If  you  can  convert  bad  women  into  good  ones,  it  will 
be  a  work  worthy  the  applaufe  of  Angels,  who  rejoice  at  the  converjion  of 
fmners  :  and  I  hope  the  confcioufiiefs  of  your  good  intentions  will  advance 
your  own  happineis,  as  the  effeds  of  your  piety  will  neceflarily  promote 
the  felicity  of  others . 

.  .  -  •  .  • 

How  unworthy  is  that  life  which  has  not  the  good  of  mankind  for  its 
ruling  principle!  And  how  joyfully  do  his  days  pafs,  to  whom  a  clofe  at¬ 
tention  to  the  welfare  of  his  country,  at  once  furniflies  the  mod  interefting 
employment ,  and  the  moil  delightful  amufement.  Happy  were  it,  if  men  in 
general  could  bring  themfelves  to  this  turn  of  mind  :  Vice  and  Folly  would 
then  have  but  little  footing  in  the  world.  It  is  with  this  defire,’  I  would 
gladly  catch  fome  fleeting  hours,  retired  from  noife  and  buflley  to  examine 
my  iubjed,  as  far  as  my  thoughts  will  lead  me,  confidently  with  the  de- 
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fign.  I  am  the  more  induced  to  make  this  my  tafk,  not  having  yet  feen  it 
handled  with  fo  much  ferioufnefs,  as  I  think  it  deferves :  and  though  there 
are  many  more  able  pen-men  than  myfelf,  the  fubjed  may  not  affed  them 
at  all,  or  not  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  does  me.  1  intend  to  fet  it  in 
different  points  of  view;  that,  whilft  it  affords  you  fome  entertainment, 
poffibly  it  may  reach  the  hearts ,  as  well  as  the  underflandings ,  of  our 
fellow-citizens. 

It  is  a  common  obfervation  of  very  bufy ,  and  of  very  idle  men,  that 

people  are  too  indolent  to  read.  I  apprehend  this  to  be  a  great  miftake  ;  for 

if  it  were  true ,  there  could  never  be  fuch  armies  of  writers  and  Jci  iblers  ; 

we  could  never  pretend  that  the  prefs  fupports  our  liberty ;  nor  could  we 

be  fo  learned  and  inquifitive  a  nation.  Is  there  a  fubjed  we  do  not  trace 

from  its  very  firfl  principles  ?  Even  the  abfurdities  which  writers  fall  into, 

often  lead  to  the  truth.  It  is  certain,  there  are  many  who  have  not,  and 

many  more  who  think  they  have  not,  leifure  to  read;  but,  even  thefepin 

their  faith  chiefly  on  the  report  of  thofe  who  criticife  books;  or,  on 

thofe  who  examine  if  they  contain  any  inftrudion.  And  as  no  fubjed 

has  come  before  us,  for  a  long  time,  fo  new  as  this,  and  yet  fo  interejl - 

irig,  fome  parts  of  it  not  perfedly  underflood,  and  others  liable  to  be 

miftaken,  I  confefs  I  (hall  think  the  time  I  devote  to  this  purpofe  well 
» 

‘emyloyed :  what  I  have  already  advanced  on  the  fubjed,  under  different 

forms,  will  render  the  tafk  the  more  eafy  to  me. 

. 

We  are  all  candidates  for  comfort,  eafe  or  happinefs  1  We  all  long  for 
fome  diflant  good ;  and  Heaven  knows  we  all  have  need  of  mercy  l  To 
learn  what  we  ought  to  do  to  pleafe  our  Maker,  and  how  to  fhun  what¬ 
ever  may  offend  him,  is  the  only  concern  of  life  which,  in  ft  riel  propriety 

of 
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of  language,  demands  our  conjlant  attention:  it  is  that  momentous  bufinefs 
which,  as  we  zealoufly  purfue,  or  carelefoly  neglect,  damps  the  character  of 
wifdom  on  the  beardlefs  boy ,  or  of  folly  on  the  homy  head .  IVi.at  fljall  I 
do  to  be  faved  ?  —  How  fhall  I  mod  efredually  ferve  my  God ,  my  country, 
and  mankind  ?  —  This  was  not  the  quedion  of  a  hermit,  contented  to  be 
paffively  virtuous,  but  of  one  whofe  bufy  fpirit  engaged  him  in  the  attive 
feenes  of  life ;  of  one  who  had  the  happinefs  to  behold  the  M.efliah,  with 
his  own  eyes,  and  was  anxious  to  give  the  higheft  proof  of  the  mod  fin- 
cere  obedience  to  him,  as  his  Sovereign,  his  Lawgiver,  and  his  Saviour • 
The  quedion  he  afked  is,  indeed,  that  which  points  out  the  true  didinfti- 
on  between  the  bufy  wife  man,  and  the  bufy  fool ;  between  him  who  em¬ 
ploys  the  talents  God  has  intruded  him  with,  and  him  who  Squanders  them 
away  on  trifles.— Riches  and  honors  do  not  always  attend  the  paths  of 
the  virtuous,  nor  yet  of  men  of  underdanding  ;  but  dill,  whild  we  make 
a  true  edimate  of  life,  we  fhall  clearly  difeover,  that  virtue  and  underdand¬ 
ing,  which,  in  a  religious  fenfe,  mean  one  and  the  fame  thing,  are  fo  efr 
fential  to  usa  that  without  them  all  is  vanity  indeed! 

We  fee  in  the  perfons  of  others,  that  our  days  are  truly  but  as  Jhadows 
that  depart,  or  as  a  dream  when  one  awaketh  ;  yet  dill  we  are  apt  to  doat  on 
this  world.  We  believe  that  the  foul  is  immortal ;  we  are  convinced  that 
there  is  a  date  of  happinefs,  and  of  mifery,  after  death  ;  and  yet  how  fel- 
dom  do  v/e  a<5t,  in  all  refpedts,  agreeably  to  fuch  belief!  This  would  be  the 
greated  of  all  wonders ,  if  we  were  not  equally  fenfible  of  the  frailties  of 
human  nature,  and  of  the  delufions  we  fo  often  fall  into.  At  the  fame  time 
we  are  compelled  by  reafon,  and  the  laws  of  our  own  mindsx  as  well  as 
by  faith  in  the  attributes  of  the  invifible  God,  to  acquit  him  with  rer 
gard  to  the  duties  which  he  requires  of  us.  And  tho*  weak  and  indigent,, 

yet 
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yet  when  we  contemplate  the  amazing  properties  of  the  foul,  and  confider 
the  wonderful  frame  of  the  body,  we  muft  entertain  a  reverence  for  our- 
felves,  efpecially  when  we  find  that  it  is  the fenfibility  of  our  weaknefs  which 
puts  us  on  our  guard  j  it  is  this  that  abforbs  the  pride  to  which  our  depravity 
fo  much  inclines  us  j  it  humbles  the  foul  ;  we  confeis  our  dependence ; 
we  prof  rate  ourfelves,  and  adore  the  hand  that  made  us ! 

'  t  .i*  <  V  .  < 

Thus,  in  fpite  of  our  imperfections,  in  fpite  of  the  confcioufnefs  of  our 
infirmities,  we  march  on,  and  afpire  at  a  much  higher  glory,  than  earthly 
fplendor ,  or  the  applaufe  of  men.  Though  fo  many  of  us  fweat  under  a  load 
of  evils,  yet  we  are  ftill  fupported  :  a  confidence  in  a  future  ftate  of  hap- 
pinefs,  makes  us  mafers  of  the  world.  Wifdom  teaches  us  to  value  life, 
but  it  inflruCts  us  alfo  to  confent  to  die  j  and  death  feems  far  preferable  to 
a  repugnance  to  the  will  of  Heaven.  The  true  philofopher ,  as  well  as 
the  true  foldier ,  fubmits  to  difcipline ,  and  follows  his  leader .  He  knows 
it  to  be  at  once  his  duty,  and  his  honor,  to  obey.  He  feels  the  force  of 
truth  :  he  exults  in  the  reflexion  that  he  is  aiding  right ;  and  whether  he 
triumphs,  or  is  led  in  chains,  he  looks  forward  to  the  world  unknown,  ftill 
perfuaded,  that  he  (hall  one  day  be  happy ! 

*  *  \ 

Such  are  the  heights  to  which  the  native  greatnefs  of  the  foul  conducts 
us.  But,  alas,  it  is  equally  true,  that  we  are  apt  to  give  way  to  the  foli- 
citations  of  our  fenfes :  pleafure ,  with  delufive  fmiles,  often  tempts  us  to 
defert  our  poft.  PaJJion ,  or  appetite ,  fancy ,  or  opinion ,  mifreprefents 
things  to  us,  and  either  flatters  us  into  a  belief  of  that  which  has  no  ex - 
iflence,  or  entices  us  to  purfue  thofe  fleeting  joys,  which  lead  to  pain  and 

for  row. - Hence  it  follows,  that  fome  overlook,  and  fome  defpife  the 

great 
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great  law  of  life  ;  whilft  many  an  unhappy  mortal,  is  grafping  at  the  tran~ 
font  moment,  at  the  utmoft  hazard  of  eternity  ! 

j  «  **  \ 

If  life  is  thus  pregnant  with  evils,  and  if  this  is  the  general  date  of  it,  he 
who  underdands  human  nature  bed,  will  mod  readily  compadionate  thofe* 
whofe  fituation  having  early  expofed  them  to  temptations,  are  now  groan¬ 
ing  under  the  miferable  bondage  of  vice  ;  and  are  either  tormented  with  an¬ 
xious  forebodings ,  or  deeping  with  fecurity ,  on  the  verge  of  perdition  !  We 
know,  that  “  offences  ?nufl  come ,  but  woe  to  thofe  by  whom  they  come”  Let 
him  to  whom  God  has  given  power,  exert  that  power  to  prevent  the  evil  l 
He  who  fearches  into  the  heart,  will  foon  difeover  the  defeats  of  it  i  and  the 
mod  ready  way  to  find  the  remedy  for  fuch  defe&s,  is  to  be  perfuaded 
that  there  is  hardly  any  evil  without  its  remedy.  As  creatures  of  one 
common  nature,  we  are  bound  to  take  care  of  each  other  :  the  elfence 
of  religion  confids  in  it  :  and  for  this  end  we  were  femt  into  the  world. 
Nothing  can  be  more  obvious  than  this,  dnce  even  the  Son  of  God  him- 
felf  appeared  on  earth,  charged  with  a  commidion  to  fave  mankind,  upon 
condition  of  their  repentance.  It  is  very  apparent,  that  we  are  not  to  con¬ 
fine  our  regards  to  the  prefent  time,  and  the  precarious  events  of  human 
life  ;  our  concern  mud  be  extended  to  another  being  :  the  highed  promifes 
are  made  to  him  that  is  indrumental  to  the  falvation  of  others ;  and 
what  man  can  with  to  fuccour  the  naked  and  the  hungry,  and  not  grafp 

t 

at  the  golden  opportunity  of  faving  a  foul  from  evcrlajling  perdition  1 
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SECTION  ir. 

The  praBicablenefs  of  this  undertaking.  The  force  of  habit.  Motives  to  this 
charity  derived  from  a  belief  of  the  chrifian  religion.  Fatal  confequences  of 
the  Libertinifm  of  the  common  people.  Senfe  of  flame  remarkable  in  fome 
women.  Notions  of  honor  amongfl  women  of  education.  Complaint  oj  the 
want  of  people.  Pra&ice  with  regard  to  marriage .  Some  caufes  of  there 
being  fo  many  common  projlitutes. 

TH  E  mod  penetrating  amongfl  men,  can  fee  but  a  little  way ;  and 
means ,  the  befl  contrived,  are  not  always  adequate  to  the  end :  yet 
as  human  nature  is  ftill  the  fame,  and  as  the  promifes  of  divine  afiiftance  are 
not  withdrawn,  the  fame  caufes  will,  probably,  produce  the  fame  effects ; 
and  if  that  which  has  been  done  in  one  inflance,  may  be  expedted  in  many, 
you  have  a  flrong  foundation  to  go  upon. 

Habit  is  the  axis  on  which  life  turns.  To  acquire  good  habits ,  and  to 
corredt  bad  ones,  is  the  fum  and  the  amount  of  life.  By  habit  we  adt  as  if  we 
were  in  earnefl  with  God  and  men-,  and  by  habit  we  become  infers  m  our  com¬ 
merce  with  heaven  and  earth.  Nay  more,  by  habit  we  abandon  ourfelves 
to  the  gratification  of  fenfe  and  appetite,  and  even  exceed  the  bounds  which 
are  prefcribed  to  brutes :  and  by  habit  we  are  led  to  adt  agreeably  to  the 
dignity  of  our  own  nature,  and  to  purfue  what  is  fit  to  be  done  for  the 
attainment  of  our  proper  happinefs. 


B 


To 


[  1°  ] 


To  bring  thofe  back  to  a  fenfe  of  virtue,  who  have  been  long  accuftomed 
to  banifh  reflexion  ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  give  a  habit  of  piety  to  fuch  perfons 
as  have  contracted  ftrong  habits  of  impiety,  is  a  hard  tafk  ;  but,  if  pro¬ 
per  means  are  ufed,  .we  fhall  be  infenfibly  led  into  a  better  opinion  of  hu¬ 
man  nature,  than  is  generally  entertained.  And  fince  divine  providence 
now  feems  to  point  out  the  probable  means  of  relieving  penitent  proftitutes^ 
it  is  our  duty  to  try  fuch  means,  and  to  truft  in  the  afliftance  of  that  God 
whofe  mercy  is  over  all  his  works . 

Divines  and  philofophers  are  not  yet  perfectly  agreed,  how  far  virtue  is 
natural  to  the  foul  of  man  j  and  yet  it  is  confefTed,  that  man  is  by  nature 
a  reafonable  being,  and  that  reafon  declares  againfl  every  thing  we  believe  to 
be  vicious .  Whatever  name  we  give  to  the  propenfity  in  queftion,  we  know 
that  nothing  unhinges  the  whole  frame,  and  diftempers  the  fouly  as  well  as 
the  body,  more,  than  giving  up  ourfelves  to  an  unlawful  gratification  of 
this  appetite.  The  exprefs  command  of  God,  both  in  the  literal  fenfe ,  as 
well  as  the  fpirit  of  the  chriflian  law,  fixes  the  conditions.  Thofe  who 
have  kept  alive  any  fparks  of  their  native  ?nodeJl)\  and  are  not  given  up,  to- 
what  the  royal  prophet  emphatically  calls  an  impudent  mind ,  will  ever  la¬ 
ment  that  illegal  commerce,  which  is  productive  of  fo  much  mifehief: 
and  as  it  is  the  duty  of  men,  it  will  ever  be  their  honor ,  to  endevor  to  reftore 
things  to  that  order ,  which  the  God  of  nature  certainly  intended  they 
Jhould  be  in  \  namely,  that  reafon  fhould  prevail  over  paflion  and  appetite . 

Every  aCt  of  general  beneficence  carries  with  it  fome  evidence  of  a  reli - 
gious  difpofition,  but  yours  requires  a  more  than  common  zeal  and  vigi¬ 
lance.  And  though  your  enterprize  may  be  confidered  as  a  fecular  con¬ 
cern,  you  are,  in  faCt,  acting  the  part  of  champions  for  your  religion.  Whilfh 

youi 
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you  remember  you  are  chriftians ,  look  back  and  fee  how  many  thoufands 
have  died  in  battle;  how  many  have  fallen  facrifices  to  cruelty  ;  and,  thank 
Heaven,  that  many  are  yet  ready  to  die ,  in  fupport  of  the  reputation  of 
that  book  of  laws,  in  which  we  are  told,  no  fornicator ,  adulterer ,  or 
unclean  perfon ,  fall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  The  words  are  ex¬ 
plicit,  and  free  from  ambiguity  :  reject  the  authority  of  this  book,  and 
there  is  an  end  of  the  chriftian  religion.  We  all  know,  that  by  the  fame 
fcripture  it  is  likewife  faid,  that  if  we  repent  of  our  fins,  and  give  timely 
and  fmcere  proof  of  our  repentance,  we  fhall  be  pardoned. — Shall  the  om - 
nifcient  God  make  a  law,  and  will  men,  who  pretend  to  believe  in  him,  and 
to  love  him  with  all  their  hearts ,  be  idle  fpedtators  of  the  violation  of  that 
law  ?  Or,  fhall  he  offer  conditions  of  pardon ,  and  we  not  countenance  and 
recommend  fuch  conditions  with  all  poflible  care  and  attention  ? 

How  truly  melancholly  is  the  fituation  of  that  chriftian  country,  where 
a  great  number  of  people  have  fo  worn  off  a  fenfe  of  their  religi¬ 
on ,  as  to  adopt  notions  and  cuftoms  which  the  followers  of  Mahommed 
are  afhamed  of.  There  is  apparently  fuch  a  negledl  of  this  divine  prohibi¬ 
tion,  that  the  word  of  God  feeins  to  be  of  no  effeSf.  Something  is  wanting 

to  be  done  !  Under  our  prefent  cuftoms  there  is  reafon  to  fear,  that  the  fa~ 

cred  records  in  general,  will  grow  into  contempt.  Moft  other  breaches  of 
the  divine  law  are  unpremeditated ,  or  committed  under  a  confcioufnefs  of 
the  guilt ,  but  this  is  done,  not  only  premeditatly ,  but  feemingly  without 
any  fuch  confcioufnefs.  Vice  is  become  fo  cheap,  and  the  fpirit  of  modefty 
at  fo  low  an  ebb,  among  many  common  people ,  that  it  is  hard  to  fay, 

how  far  thefe  adts  of  uncleannefs  may  be  carried  ;  nor  what  mifchiefs  they 

may  produce.  As  wifdom  begins  with  the  fear  of  God ,  the  want  of  this 
fear  has  introduced  fuch  ignorance ,  that  many  fecm  to  have  loft  all  fenfe  of 
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duty,  in  the  article  of  continence.  Let  us  try  then  if  we  can  prevent 
Jome  of  the  calamitous  effedts  of  this  excefs,  in  which  both  the  fexes,  and 
the  virtuous ,  as  well  as  the  vicious ,  are  fo  frequently  involved. 

It  feems  to  be  acknowledged,  that  the  common  people,  efpccially  the 
inhabitants  of  London ,  are  more  abandoned  than  their  fore-fathers  were  • 
and  among  the  higher  claftes,  many  refinements  in  vice,  and  various  me¬ 
thods  of  carrying  on  the  trade  of  lufi,  are  introduced,  to  which  ouranceftors 
were  Grangers.  At  the  fame  time  it  is  worth  obferving ,  though  not  as  a 
foundation  to  build  upon,  that  the  fenfe  of  Jhame  is  fo  ftrong  in  the  breads 
of  fome  of  our  women,  that  it  has  betrayed  them  into  a  more  horrible  crime 
than  the  iniquity  complained  of;  witnefs  the  murthers  that  have  been  com¬ 
mitted  on  infants,  with  no  other  view,  than  to  conceal  an  illegal  amour ,  at 
once  demonftrating  a  fad  diftindion,  between  thofe  who  have  tranfgreffed 
in  fee  ret,  and  thofe  who  fin  in  the  face  of  the  fun  ;  that  one  crime  natu¬ 
rally  follows  another,  and  that  the  fear  of  men  is  exceedingly  (Longer  than 
the  fear  of  God . 

Whilft  we  contemplate  this  difference  in  guilt,  we  may  obferve  in 
the  charaders  of  women  in  higher  life,  whofe  parents  have  been  careful  cf 
them,  that  there  is,  amongft  us,  a  more  exalted  fenfe  of  honor,  and  a  truer 
notion  of  duty  as  grounded  on  the  folid  foundation  of  religious  principles, 
than  are  generally  to  be  met  with  amongft  the  women  of  other  countries. 

The  good  propofed  by  your  undertaking  is  obvious  in  fo  many  refpeds, 
that  I  hardly  know  where  to  begin,  nor  where  I  (hall  end  my  praife  of  it.  Firfi,, 
if  you  can  ftop  the  progrefs  of  thofe  difeafes,  which  are  fo  fatal  to  the  human 
fpecies,  you  will  fave  a  number  of  fubjeds  to  the  date.  Next,,  if  you  can 
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check  libertinifm,  you  will  not  only  prevent  great  mijery ,  but  alfo  great  con- 
fufion  among  the  lower  clafles  of  the  people  :  and  lajily,  in  proportion  as 
you  leffen  the  number  of  proftitutes ,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  the  number 
of  marriages  will  increafe,  as  well  as  the  number  of  fouls  faved. 

Whether  it  arife  from  an  inordinate  defire  of  augmenting  our  wealth,  or 
from  any  opinion  how  much  greater  things  might  be  done,  were  our  num- 
bers  greater,  but  we  frequently  complain  of  the  want  of  inhabitants.  If  it  is 
true  that  we  want  people,  the  remedy  leems  to  be  in  our  own  hands  ;  I 
mean,  if  we  afiifi:  the  virtuous,  countenance  foreigners ,  and  encourage 
matrimony.  So  far  from  purfuing  any  fuch  rules,  we  refine  upon  poli¬ 
tics  ,  and,  forfaking  the  laws  of  God,  we  follow  our  own  inventions , 
teaching  the  common  people  to  do  the  fame.  We  fay  the  foldier  fhould 
not  marry,  that  he  may  be  the  more  ready  to  go  to  war;  and  the 
Jailor  will  be  nothing  but  a  Jailor ,  therefore  it  is  in  vain  to  encourage  him 
to  fpend  any  part  of  his  time  on  fiore ,  in  attending  the  care  of  a  family . 
Thefe  men  are,  indeed,  left  to  their  own  inclinations,  which,  God  knows, 
are  generally  bad  enough  :  but  we  carry  the  thing  farther,  for  we  adopt  it 
as  a  part  of  family -policy ,  that  domejlics  fhould  not  marry  and  they  are  too 
often  turned  out  of  fervice  for  it,  as  if  they  had  by  this  aCt,  forfeited  their 
right  to  any  farther  countenance  and  protection  as  fervants. 

As  to  the  practice  of  a  great  part  of  the  common  people  in  the  country ,  it 
is  well  known  that  numbers  of  them  come  together  fir  ft,  and  marry  after - 
wards,  if  they  think  proper,  which  rarely  happens,  in  any  other  cafe, 
than  that  of  the  woman  proving  with  child.  In  a  partial  and  contracted 
view  of  things,  the  practice  of  not  marrying  till  a  woman  is  pregnant,  may 
not  appear  altogether  impolitic  ;  but,  in  reality ,  it  is  big  with  the  greatefi: 
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mifchiefs.  It  is  not  only  a  great  fcandal  to  us,  as  believers  in  Chrift ,  but  it 
wears  off  the  impreffions  of  the  dijgrace  of  illegal  love  j  and  muft,  in  the  if- 
fue,  be  attended  with  many  pernicious  confequences. 

Thefe,  among  many  others,  are  the  caufes  that  our  ftreets  fwarm  with 
projlitutes  j  and,  as  if  the  diftindtion  between  the  rational ,  animal,  and  the 
brute  were  deftroyed,  and  thefacred  inftitution  of  marriage  exploded,  fuchex- 
cefTes  are  committed  as  are  fhameful  to  recite.  W  hat  then  is  to  be  done  ? — If 
notions  of  private  convenience ,  or  falfe  maxitnt,  induce  men  in  higher  life  to 
decline  marrying ;  if  the  gratification  of  vanity,  ax  artificial  wants,  is  pre¬ 
ferred  to  the  order  of  nature ,  and  we  defpife  that  fimplicity  of  manners 
which  is  the  only  true  fource  of  happinefs :  if  the  bulk  of  the  people  are 
really  foolijh  or  impious ,  the  flronger  reafon  arifes  to  endevor  to  prevent 
fuch  crowds  of  females  becoming  the  prey  of  penury  and  difeaje.  Let  us  fuccour 
thofe  who  defire  to  be  delivered  out  of  their  fad  condition .  And,  if  mar¬ 
riage  is  the  fource  of  almofl:  every  relation  that  is  dear  or  facred,  every  one 
who  thinks  fo,  mud  fee  that  it  is  a  noble  tafk  to  promote  your  defign.  If  we  de¬ 
liver  a  number  of  young  women,  in  the  pride  of  their  youth  and  charmsy 
from  the  vilefi  of  all  kinds  of fiavery,  and  prevent  their  bein <gfacrificed  at  the, 
altars  of  pollution ,  will  it  not  fo  far  promote  virtue  and  induflry ,  with  beauty 
and  jlrength  to  defend  the  produce  of  our  labors  ?  Will  it  not  fo  far  preferve 
us  from  the  fad  effects  of  thofe  impurities,  which  not  only  efface  the  im¬ 
preffions  of  moral  rectitude,  but  alfo prey  on  our  very  vitals? 
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SECTION  III. 

The  temptations  to  which  young  women  are  expofed.  The  infamous  conduct  of 
many  debauchees.  Complaints  of  women  with  regard  to  the  laws  of  honor. 

■  Vanity ,  and  the  love  of  admiration ,  great  enemies  to  chafity.  Opinion  of 
the  want  of  principles  in  women ,  injurious.  The  cruel  treatment  of 
proftitutes .  The  dangerous  confequences  of  feducers ,  particularly  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  bawds . 

-  •  •  •  .  ,  »•  . 

TH  E  deeper  we  examine  this  fubjeCt,  the  more  we  (hall  fee  how  tru¬ 
ly  humane,  and  practically  confident,  your  defign  is. 

Of  the  whole  race  of  Adam ,  there  are  furely  none  who  (land  in  greater 
need  of  abidance,  than  thefe  unhappy  women.  Can  there  be  greater  ob¬ 
jects  of  commiferation,  than  thofe  thoughtlefs  girls,  who  are  hurried  into 
ruin  by  temptations,  to  which  they  have  been  expofed,  againd  their  inten¬ 
tions  \  and  experience ,  as  well  as  charity  y  bids  us  think  there  are  many,  un¬ 
der  thefe  circumdances.  No  woman,  being  young  or  handfome,  can  be  too 
fecure;  but  youth  and  beauty  are  things,  which  we  mud  not  expeCt  the 
pOflMTorsWill  conceal.  The  imprefiions  of  religion  and  modedy  go  a  great 
way,  but  if  thefe  young  women  are  not  guarded  by  others,  how  ill  qualified 
do  too  many  of  them  prove  in  guarding  themfelvesy  efpecially  when  they 
are  furrounded  by  fnares,  the  mod  artfully,  the  mod  indudrioufly  laid,  by 
thofe  who  make  a  trade  of  warring  againd  them.  — —  When  women  of 
education,  who  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  guardians  of  their  own  honor,  tref- 
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pafs,  it  is  the  greater  fhame ;  but  the  poor  and  ignorant  are  generally  lefs 

fecure  againd  fuch  formidable  feducers. - What  contrivances  will  not  a 

depraved  mind  fugged  to  accomplifh  its  end  ?  Where  men  are  endowed 
with  fuperior  faculties,  and  poflefs  all  the  advantages  which  education  and 
fortune  afford,  if  they  will  proditute  their  honor  to  gratify  their  appetite,  ma¬ 
ny  will  become  their  prey. 

The  didindlions  of  fortune,  do  not  alter  the  rights  of  mankind .  But  when  a 
man  forgets  the  great  law  of  doing  as  he  would  be  done  by,  it  is  not  furprizing 
he  fhould  debauch  his  neighbour  s  daughter ,  at  the  very  time  that  an  offer 
of  marriage  with  his  own,  would  be  deemed  the  higheft  infolence  :  yet  fuch 
are  the  inconfidencies  men  fall  into !  And  what  can  be  faid  of  thofe  who 
pretend  to  honor  and  jufiice ,  and  yet,  after  gratifying  their  inclinations,  ex- 
pofe  her  to  every  kind  of  mifery,  to  whom  they  profeffed  the  fmcered  love  ? 

How  many  are  engaged  by  promifes,  or  bywords  which  men  of  honor  un- 
derftand  as  promifes ,  which  they  never  intended  to  fulfil,  or  do  not  in  the  lead 
regard.  We  mud  acknowledge  this  to  be  a  common  evil,  but  the  commonefs 
of  it  does  not  change  its  nature  in  the.  lead.  If  the  condudt  of  the  gentle¬ 
man  is  of  a  worfe  tendency  to  the  general  welfare,  than  that  of  the  porter , 
he  is  fo  much  a  worfe  member  of  fociety  :  and  it  is  not  enough  that  thefe 
violators  of  the  divine  law,  mud  expedt  a  day  of  retribution ,  it  is  the  part 
of  the  virtuous,  and  truly  brave,  to  maintain  the  warfare  of  life,  that  where 
iniquity  cannot  be  redrained,  the  leaf  offender  may  not  be  the  mof  punijhed . 

i 

But  whild  women  judly  complain  of  the  condudt  of  men,  in  contriving 
the  means  of  gratifying  themfelves  at  the  expence  of  their  mifery,  they 
mud  not  murmur,  that  the  laws  of  honor ,  in  regard  to  chafity ,  are  fo 

much 
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much  lefs  rigid  towards  men,  than  to  their  own  lex'.  The  diJlinStion  is 
very  plain  ;  nor  doss  it  in  the  lead  preclude  the  due  confideration  of  what 
human  nature  is,  more  than  what  the  duties  of  religion  are. 

t 

If  virtue  is  the  fupreme  happinefs  of  accountable  beings,  that  Hate  of 
life  which  renders  virtue  the  mod;  eafy,  is  the  hejl.  Therefore  if  fear,  and 
a  fenfe  of  flame,  operate  as  ftrongly  as  any  other  paftions,  it  mud  follow, 
that  in  proportion  as  women  are  more  awed  by  fear  and  flame,  than  men , 
they  are  more  happy  than  men.  She  who  argues  from  the  condud  of  men, 
as  if  example  could  warrant  libertinifm ,  contradids  reajon  and  common  fenfe , 
as  well  as  religion.  Therefore,  upon  the  face  of  this  argument,  however 
unequal  the  judgment  of  the  world  may  feem ,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  fo- 
licit  for  a  reverfe  of  it.  And  whatever  may  be  thought,  by  thofe  who  are 
more  inclined  to  find  motives  for  deviating  from  the  paths  of  virtue,  than 
good  reafons  to  walk  fieadily  in  them,  it  is  more  eafy  to  imagine ,  than  ex - 
prefs ,  the  effeds  of  a  change  of  cuftom  and  opinion,  even  upon  this  very 
principle,  that  the  crime  in  quefion  is,  in  the  fight  of  God,  the  fame  in  both 
fexes. 

The  remedy  of  this  evil  is,  in  fome  meafure,  in  our  own  hands.  If  half 
as  much  pains  was  taken  to  imprefs  the  minds  of  the  female  world  with  jufi: 
notions  of  their  condition,  and  howto  deport  themfelves  with  humility ,  as 
there  is  to  feed  their  vanity ,  we  fhould  not  fee  fo  many  vidims  offered  to  in- 
continency.  Vanity ,  and  the  love  of  admiration ,  have  hurried  more  women 
into  perdition,  than  all  the  other  devices  of  the  devil ,  or  man.  Adulation 
intoxicates  men,  but  admiration  turns  the  brains  of  women  :  and  fond  notions 
of  dominion,  have  often  perverted  their  hearts,  till,  like  tyrants ,  they  abufed 
their  real  power,  and  fell  a  facrifice  to  thofe  whom  they  might  have  go * 

C  verned. 


i 


C  18  ] 


verned.  Beauty  feldom  fails  of  fuccefs,  if  it  is  attended  with  good  fenfe 
and  modefty.  The  Italians  fay,  a  handfome  girl  is  born  married ;  but 
this  is  not  always  true  of  the  Vain,  and  ftill  lefs  of  the  profligate. 

In  tracing  effefts  back  to  their  caufes ,  it  feems  very  reafonable  to  conclude^ 
that  many  of  thefe  unhappy  proftitutes,  might  have  been  in  the  full  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  all  thofe  comforts  which  their  natural  advantages  would  have  af¬ 
forded  them,  had  they  been  properly  confidered  by  men,  and  well  inflrufted. 
By  this  means  they  might  have  been  reconciled  to  the  condition  in  which 
providence  had  placed  them.  — —  Some  men  entertain  a  ftrange  notion  that 
women,  in  general,  are  governed  only  by  fajhion  and  caprice,  and  from 
hence  impute  their  virtue,  not  to  principle,  but  to  mere  chance.  If  this  were 
true,  one  might  afk,  from  what  caufe  it  arifes,  fince  it  is  certain,  that  wo¬ 
men  are  rational  and  accountable,  the  fame  as  men  ?  If  the  father  is  wife, 
though  he  need  not  give  them  fo  much  learning,  he  will  inftillas great  and 
noble  ideas  in  the  minds  of  his  daughters ,  as  in  thofe  of  his  Jons.  It  is  not 
my  bufinefs,  at  prefent,  to  enter  upon  the  fubjedt  of  education  of  the  poor 
or  rich,  nor  to  find  out  how  faulty  that  of  our  women  is :  that  there  are 
many  miflakes  committed  in  it,  is  beyond  all  difpute  but  it  would  be  but 
fair  to  Gy,  how  men  generally  aft,  for  from  hence  we  may  beft  learn  what 
principles  they  have.  When  the  defire  of  popular  opinion,  or  the  means 
of  gratifying  their  paflions  and  appetites,  interfere  with  the  rule  of  right,  how 
do  they  generally  behave  ?  They  ought  always  to  think  it  their  fupreme 
happinefs  even  to  die  in  defence  of  virtue  j  but,  is  this  the  cafe  ?  —  Men,  in 
the  foolifhnefs  of  their  hearts,  are  alfo  often  apt  to  entertain  an  opinion  of  a  fu- 
periority  over  women,  very  different  from  that  which  the  author  of  nature 
has  appointed.  It  feems  to  me  that,  for  want  of  a  proper  deference 
for  women,  as  creatures  equally  valuable,  in  the  fight  of  God,  with  them- 
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felves,  men  are  not  under  fuch  awe  as  this  confideration  would  promote,  and 
are  often  betrayed  into  tranfgreffions,  which  it  is  probable  they  would  not 
otherwife  have  committed. 

In  jufiice  to  the  female  world,  may  it  not  alfo  be  fairly  allied,  if  virtue 
has  not  the  fame  charms  to  captivate  their  hearts,  and  religion  the  fame 
power  to  create  a  deteftation  of  vice  and  folly  in  their  minds,  as  in  men’s  ? 
With  regard  to  women  who  have  wandered  from  the  paths  of  virtue,  let 
thofe  who  have  examined  only  the  foul  corners  of  the  heart,  or  pryed  only 
into  the  darkeji  fcenes  of  iniquity,  argue  as  cogently  as  they  pleafe,  even 
from  real  fadts,  they  mufi  in  their  turn  indulge  others,  who  know  alfo  from 
experience ,  that  there  is  a  native  ingenuoufnefs  in  the  minds  of  many  of 
thefe  women,  that  inclines  them  to  wifh  for  the  means  of  repentance. 

Ufe  and  cuftom  takes  offfome  part  of  the  force  of  mifery  itfelf,  and  the 
heart,  which  does  not  burft  with  a  fenfe  of  injuries,  may  become  callous  and 
infenfible  of  them.  If  this  were  not  the  cafe,  many  of  thefe  profiitutes 
would  fee  themfelves  the  mod:  abandoned  of  mankind.  They  would  difco- 
ver  the  firange  extravagance  of  revenging  upon  themfelves,  the  crimes  of 
others ;  or  if  they  imputed  their  misfortunes  to  their  own  indifcretion, 
they  would  find  but  very  little  reafon  to  live  in  infamy ,  merely  becaufe  their 
ownpafiions  firft  betrayed  them.  Many  a  poor  girl  might  have  (hewn  her 
power  over  him,  who  is  now  an  idle  fpeftator  of  her  mifery  :  and  many  a  one 
has  been  deferted  by  her  friends ,  becaufe  they  thought  only  of  the  crime 9 
whilft  the  world  judges  and  condemns  with  feveriiy.  Thus  left  to 
druggie  with  the  tyranny  of  bawds  >  and  the  infolence  of  debauchees ;  followed 
by  a  train  of  evils,  infamy ,  poverty ,  and  difeafe ,  what  can  be  the  confequence 
but  a  miferable  death,  unrepenting  of  their  fins,  unlamented  even  by  their 
partners  in  iniquity  !  To  enumerate  infiances,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  is 
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not  proper,  nor  are  they  in  the  lead  neceflary,  fince  it  is  no  feeret,  either  to 
the  virtuous  or  the  vicious ,  that  many  proditutes  are  in  a  worfe  condition, 
than  even  the  brute  that  perishes.  Every  other  animal  is  obedient  to  his  ap¬ 
petite,  but  appetite  has  frequently  no  (hare  in  the  promifcuous  commerce  of 
thefe  women. - Harlots  are,  in  no  country,  treated  with  fuch  grofs  in¬ 

dignities,  as  in  this,  fo  that  one  would  almod  wonder,  how  it  happens  that 
the  fame  pride  *  which  led  them  into  the  fnare,  does  not  induce  more  of 

them  to  jorfake  their  evil  courfe,  at  all  hazards. - Every  one  who  con - 

fiders  the  fubjed  mud  fee,  from  this  fingle  circumdance,  how  much  thefe 
unhappy  women  are  enflaved  by  their  bad  habits. . 

As  there  is  no  nation  which  carries  every  thing  that  is  vile,  as  well  as 
every  thing  that  is  virtuous ,  higher  than  this,  fo  there  is,  I  believe, 
no  city  in  the  world,  where  fuch  rank  enormities  prevail,  as  ih  this  great 
metropolis.  — —  There  is  an  elegancy  in  vice  as  well  as  in  virtue ,  and 
though  it  is  the  more  dangerous,  in  fome  refpeds,  on  this  account,  yet  dill 
it  is  a  fafe-guard  againfl  thofe  diforders  to  which  a  brutifh  and  profligate 
life  expofes  mankind. — There  is  all'o  a  certain  delicacy  of  manners  effential 
to  good  order  j  and  the  didindions  which  the  fixes  (how  to  each  other,  is 
one  great  means  of  fupporting  that  order.  How  dreadfully  are  things  trans¬ 
formed  with  us! — We  frequently  fee  thefe  women  treated  like  and  we  hear 
thofe  tongues,  which  the  God  of  nature  defigned  diould  foften  the  dijlreffes 
of  human  life,  and  give  a  relifh  to  its  joys,  uttering  the  highejl  indecencies , 
and  the  mod  dreadful  imprecations !  At  the  fame  time  we  acknowledge, 
that  thefe  young  perfons  are  born  in  a  free  country,  where  pure  religion  is 
profefied  ;  that  many  of  them  were  educated  in  the  principles  of  virtue  j  that 
all  of  them  are  entitled  to  the  protection  of  men,  and  mod  aduredly  in~ 
tended  by  the  wife  and  beneficent  Father  of  mankind,  as  their  partners  in 
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the  facial  joys  of  life :  can  we  then  turn  the  glafs ,  and  behold  them  the 
abjedt  fiaves  of  an  abandoned  procurefs ,  fold  both  body  and  foul  far  half  a 
crown,  without  being  fired  with  a  generous  indignation  for  the  caufe  of  Hu¬ 
manity  ! 

\ 

We  fee,  how  deplorable  their  circumftances  are,  who  are  thus  abandon- 

« 

ed.  But  this  is  not  the  only  objedt :  —  your  inftitution  calls  on  us  to  confider 
ferioufly,  with  regard  to  domejlic  comforts ,  and  the  pleafing  expectations  of 
tender  parents,  how  often  they  are  pluck’d  in  the  bud,  and  blafted  by  the  per¬ 
nicious  contrivances  of  bawds .  Whilft  thefe  ministers  of  Lucifer  are  fup- 
ported  in  fplendor,  it  is  no  wonder  the  vidtim  to  luft  fhould  be  ornamented 
with  elegance,  and  taught  to  pradtife  all  the  blandiftiments  which  can  infatuate 
a  young  man’s  mind.  Her  ways  do,  literally,  lead  to  the  grave.  Nor  is  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  health,  or  even  the  lofs  of  life,  the  greateft  evils  which  hap* 
pen  :  the  expences  created  by  fuch  illegal  coinmerce,  are  oftentimes  followed 
by  the  fale  of  a  mans  honor.  Among  men  of  meaner  condition,  whilft 
fame  become  facrifices  in  the  hands  of  unfkilful  furgeons,  others,  being 
no  longer  able  to  fupply  by  fair  means ,  the  extravagance  of  bad  women, 
are  prompted  to  commit  defperate  adtions,  which  bring  them  to  untimely 
death  by  the  hands  of  juftice  :  and  I  believe  it  will  be  found,  amongft 
malefaBors ,  that  two  in  three  are  in  thefe  circumftances ».  ' 

There  is  yet  a  more  melancholly  fcene  in  real  life  l — The  agonies  of  ten¬ 
der  parents  do  not  ufually  rife  fa  high  for  their  Jons,  as  for  their  daughters  ; 
and  though  it  is  a  fad  truth,  the  fear  oieverlafling  punifhment  generally  makes 
a  much  fainter  impreftion,  than  the  dread  of  temporal  evils.  In  the  firfi 
cafe,  the  diftrefs  is  equal  with  regard  to  both  :  in  the  laft,  the  parent  and 
the  daughter  are  indeed  the  moft  pitiable !  If  we  fee  her  deluded  by  the 

intrigues 
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intrigues  of  an  abandoned  procurefs,  and  follow  her  through  the  beaten 
track,  from  guilt  to  difeafe  :  if  we  behold  her  languifhing  under  a  venereal 
complaint,  and  ifill  fobjedt  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  an  imperious  midrefs, 
who  leaps  over  all  the  boundaries  of  humanity,  to  gratify  her  own  infa - 
tiable  avarice,  what  a  dreadful fcene  does  it  exhibit !  Let  us  even  exclude  the 
thoughts  of  an  hereafter ,  what  anguifi  mud  it  create  in  his  bread,  who 
feels  as  a  man 3  much  more  if  he  feels  as  a  parent  too!  Who  can  be 
a  carelefs  fpe&ator,  even  in  imagination ,  of  fo  noble  a  part  of  the  work¬ 
man  (hip  of  heaven,  treated  with  fucb  gro/s  indignity ,  and  expiring  under  cir- 
cumdances  fo  fucking  to  humanity,  that  they  would  draw  compaffion  even 
for  the  fufferings  of  a  brute  animal . 

It  is  too  well  known,  that  many  a  venerable  head  is  hurried  to  a 
grave  by  fuch  accidents  ;  and  that  this  is  the  cafe  with  great  numbers  of  pro- 
ditutes  in  their  feveral  degrees.  Even  the  greated  part  of  thofe  who  are 
pampered  in  private  fews>  have  feldom  prudence  to  make  any  referve  for 
a  retreat ;  and  if  they  do  not  fall  by  an  early  death,  before  they  feel  the  utmo/l 
mifery  of  this  condition ,  they  are  condemned  to  infed  the  dreets,  where 
they  fpread  contagion  through  a  much  greater  part  of  both  the  fexes,  than  is 
generally  imagined ;  and  many  a  virtuous  woman  has  felt  the  dreadful  ef¬ 
fects  of  her  hufband’s  irregularities. — If  then  we  take  in  the  whole  fcope  of 
your  defign,  it  is  pregnant  with  fo  many  great  and  good  effects,  that  all 
arguments  againd  it  appear  as  contemptible  as,  I  hope,  they  will  be  found 
fallacious , 
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SECTION  IV. 

Obfervations  on  the  name  of  this  inflitution .  Reflexions  on  the  time  of  commencing 
this  work.  All  charities  fubjeft  to  abufes.  The  federal  objections  to  this 
anfwered.  JNeceflity  of  confining  this  charity  to  penitent  proftitutes.  Bad 
women  not  irreclaimable.  Kind  of  per  fins  who  will  probably  take  refuge  un¬ 
der  this  charity .  The  life  of  it,  with  regard  to  example . 

*  * 

HITHERTO  I  have  dwelt  upon  the  general  motives  to  edablidi 
your  magdalen-hoitfe  j  I  will  now  be  more  particular.  Firfl ,  give 
me  leave  to  take  notice  of  the  name  of  your  charity.  It  does  not  appear  to 
me  that  Mary  Magdalen  was  deficient  in  point  of  chadity,  as  is  vulgarly  under- 
dood,  I  rather  imagine  fhe  was  not.  It  is  certain,  die  was  a  lady  of  didindion, 
and  of  a  great  and  noble  mind.  Her  gratitude  for  the  miraculous  cure  per¬ 
formed  upon  her,  was  fo  remarkable,  that  her  dory  is  related  with  the 
greateft  honor,  and  fhe  will  ever  dand  fair  in  the  records  of  fame.  Your 
charity  requires  a  zeal  like  hers :  you  are  her  difciples ,  and  the  dedication 
of  your  inditution  to  her  memory ,  is  entirely  confident  with  the  honor  due 
to  her  char  after  j  and,  in  this  light,  no  name  more  proper  could  be  gi¬ 
ven  to  it. 

As  to  your  plan,  no- body  expeds  to  fee  it  perfected  without  experience  : 
the  trial  is  as  new  in  this  country,  as  the  defign  is  pious ;  and  it  will  be 
more  eafy  to  add  what  is  necejjary ,  than  to  annul  that,  which,  upon  trial, 

may 
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may  be  found  fuperfluous.  Numerous  regulations,  however  pretty  in  theory , 
in  execution  feldom  produce  the  effects  intended. 

i  „ 

The  time  in  which  you  begin  this  good  work,  is  alfo  a  circumdance  that 
drikes  me,  and  prefages  good  to  the  undertaking.  Without  indulging  any 
enthujiajlic  opinion,  methinks  there  is  more  than  a  concurrence  of  common 
caufes,  to  induce  you  to  make  the  attempt  at  this  jundlure.  As  war  necef- 
farily  occafions  devadation,  we  are  called  on  to  think  of  the  proper- 
ed  means  of  faving  as  many  lives  as  poffible.  To  do  this  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  religion  and  good  policy  point  out,  each  in  his  refpeddive  province, 
requires  almod  as  much  fkill  and  refolution,  as  even  the  arduous  affairs 
of  war. 

The  omnifcient  God  only  knows  what  the  event  of  the  prefent  druggie 
will  be  !  —  It  is  true,  many  clouds  are  difperfed,  but  many  are  dill  gather¬ 
ing  :  and  there  is  much  reafon  to  believe,  that  rivers  of  human  blood 
may  yet  be  fpilt,  before  the  affair  is  every  where  decided.  To  think  like 
men,  will  not  prevent  our  adiing  like  warriors.  Our  tranfgredions  are  nu¬ 
merous,  but  heaven,  perhaps,  will  take  the  fide  of  this  defenjive  war  : 
and  let  us  imitate  the  example  of  thofe  troops,  amongd  whom  piety  is  an 
effential  part  of  difcipline ,  and  who  are  carried  on  by  fo  noble  a  kind  of 
military  enthufiafm,  that  it  feems  as  if  heaven  and  earth  appear  to  them  but 
as  one  objeft. - You  are  now  engaged  in  a  domejlic  affair,  which,  how¬ 

ever  trivial  it  may  appear  to  fome,  demands  the  JieadieJl  refolution,  the 
pureft  zeal,  the  mod  feraphic  benevolence.  And  fince  all  the  deeds  of 
men  are  regidered  in  the  books  of  heaven,  let  us  at  once  folicit  for  favor  to 
our  arms,  and  for  mercy  for  our  offences .  Let  us  edablifh  a  charity,  un¬ 
known 
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known  to  our  forefathers,  even  in  the  bed  of  days.  Who  can  limit  the 
good  which  it  may  do,  or  the  blejjings  which  it  may  draw  down  upon  us ! 

You  are  fenfible,  that  all  charities  are  fubjed  to  fome  abufes ,  but  I 
know  that  you  are  armed  at  all  points.  Nothing  is  perfect  in  this  world  ; 
but,  confidering  the  corrupt  Jlate  of  the  people  of  this  land,  it  is  amazing 
with  what  a  purity  of  conduCt,  many  public  charitable  inditutions  are  con¬ 
ducted  ;  and  whoever  draws  any  conclufion  from  the  evils  they  are  fubjeCt 
to,  that  there  fhould  be  no  fuch  charities ,  will  furely  expofe  himfelf  to  be 
ftoned  to  death  as  an  enemy  to  religion ,  and  his  country.  Things  are 
fometimes  more  difficult  to  execute,  than  was  imagined  ;  fo  are  they 
frequently  more  eafy  too,  than  was  conceived.  If  we  indulge  ourfelves  in 
refinements ,  indead  of  correcting  what  we  find  amifs,  we  may  bewilder  our¬ 
felves  in  fruitleis  refearches,  without  rendering  our  morals ,  or  our  politics , 
in  any  degree  the  better.  The  prefent  objeCt  of  your  attention  will  no  more 
admit  of  empty  fpeculation,  than  of  a  languid  indifference  :  we  mud  in- 
tered  our  hearts ,  as  well  as  our  heads ,  or  we  (hall  never  carry  fuch  a  bufinefs 
through  with  a  becoming  alacrity.  This  we  owe  to  the  immediate  fervice 
of  thefepoor  women,  and  moreover,  it  is  our  duty  to  convince  other  nations, 
as  well  as  ourfelves,  that  we  are  capable  of  executing  whatever  v/e  think 
right  to  undertake. 

It  is  no  pleaffng  confiderution,  but  it  feems  neceffary  to  take  notice,  on  thisoc- 
cafion,  that  every  effort  out  of  the  ordinary  track,  to  fupportthe  caufe  of  reafcn 
and  religion ,  appears  to  fome  people  as  an  extravagant  attempt ;  though,  in 
reality,  the  extravagance  con  fids  in  their  paflive  defertion  of  the  intered  of  rea- 
fon  and  religion.  A  clofe  adherence  to  fome  political  principles,  however  well 
grounded  in  obfcrvation,  not  only  depreciates  human  nature,  but  betrays  us 
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into  an  opinion,  that  our  efforts  to  obey  the  laws  of  God,  in  certain  inftances, 
are  romantic  and  ridiculous.  It  is  thus  men  lofe  their  reverence  for  human 
nature  j  they  firft  fteel  their  hearts  to  a  fenfe  of  human  mifery ;  and  the 
tranfition  then  becomes  eafy,  to  leave  reafon  and  religion  to  take  care  of 
themfelves.  But  thefe  politicians  fhould  remember,  that  was  there  nothing 
more  in  view  than  political  prudence,  with  regard  to  the  increafe  of  the 
fpecies,  and  the  good  order  of  the  ftate,  there  is  the  utmoft  reafon  to  check 
the  progrefs  of  this  fpecies  of  iniquity.  For,  as  matrimony  is  the  moft 
certain  means  of  augmenting  the  number  of  people,  and  the  trueft  cement 
of  civil  fociety,  though  we  cannot  fupprefs  whoredom,  it  is  furely  no  fmall 
objedt  to  difcourage  it. 

i 

Upon  the  whole,  I  think  it  is  wonderful  that  we  fee  fo  little  ridicule 
prevail  on  this  occafion  :  in  honor  to  th q  good  fenfe ,  as  well  as  the  piety  of 
this  nation,  we  may  obferve,  that  there  has  been  no  wit  difplayed  againft 
the  defign,  but  fuch  as  is  below  notice.  The  difficulty  that  arifes  in  fome 
ferious  minds,  from  a  fuppofition  that  idlenefs  and  debauchery  are  habits  not 
to  be  fubdued  by  a  fimple,  regular ,  and  laborious  life,  is  an  argument  which 
proves  too  much  j  it  is  faying,  thefe  habits  cannot  be  fubdued  at  all.  And 
thofe  who  do  not  yet  favor  your  charity,  from  an  opinion,  that  although 
whoredom  is  confefledly  produ&ive  of  the  greateft  mifchief,  yet  that  it  is  a 
neceffary  evil ;  even  thefe,  I  fay,  will,  upon  mature  reflexion,  learn,  from 
their  own  principles,  if  they  can  find  none  better,  to  draw  conclufions  in 
behalf  of  fo  humane,  fo  benevolent  an  undertaking  as  yours. 

Granting  that  mankind  are  generally  fo  loft  to  a  fenfe  of  their  own  im¬ 
portance,  as  to  repent  more  of  their  follies ,  than  of  their  Jins ,  and  rather 
wiffi  for  the  means  of  gratifying  their  pajjions ,  than  for  that  kind  of  life 
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which  renders  virtue  moft  eafy  to  be  acquired :  granting  ail  this,  is  it  not 
reafonable  to  think,  that  the  eftablifhment  of  a  charity  of  this  nature  will, 
in  the  iffue,  be  productive  of  great  good  ?  The  principle  you  fet  out  upon, 
of  introducing  young  women  to  a  life  of  piety  and  induflry ,  who  have  been 
ufed  to  a  life  of  fcandalous  impiety ,  and  fhamelefs  idlenefs ,  mud  make  im- 
preffions  even  on  their  minds,  who  will  never  come  within  the  walls  of 
your  houfe,  as  well  as  on  thofe  who  will  become  the  inhabitants  of  it.  There 
is  fomething  epidemical  in  virtue,  as  well  as  in  vice,  efpecially  when  fuch 
proofs  of  fincerity  are  given,  as  you  demonflrate.  To  fuppofe  that  any  body 
will  be  the  worfe  for  your  charity,  is  going  a  great  way  indeed  :  we  may  as 
wrell  fuppofe,  that  men  will  fquander  their  fortunes  in  hopes  of  an  alms-koufe  ; 
or  break  their  legs  becaufe  there  are  furgeonsi  as  that  women  will  become 
projiitntes ,  becaufe  the  means  of  labor  and  repentance  are  offered  them. 

The  religion  of  Chrift  is  diflinguifhed  by  that  kind  of  charity,  which 
leads  us  even  to  wijh  to  die  for  the  fervice  of  mankind  :  it  teaches  its  vo¬ 
taries  to  be  all  things ,  to  all  men ,  in  hopes  oj  winning  feme  :  and  it  is  as  cer¬ 
tainly  true,  that  the  tears  of  virtue  have  more  charms  to  captivate  the 
hearts,  of  thofe  who  really  love  her,  than  the  loudefl  peals  of  laughter  to 
exillerate  their  fpirits,  who  think  only  how  they  (hall  enjoy  the  prefent 
moment. 

The  feeming  difficulty  that  is  flatted,  by  demanding,  if  it  is  necejfary  that 
a  girl  mufl  be  a  projlitute,  in  order  to  be  qualified  for  your  charity,  is 
heft  anfwered  by  afking  another  queflion  :  If  an  hcfpital  is  erected 
jor  Jetting  broken  limbst  would  you  receive  into  it ,  her  who  only  complains 
of  a  fever ?  I  apprehend,  the  end  and  defign  of  your  inflitution  will 
be  foon  perverted,  if  it  is  not  abfolutely  referved  for  thofe  who  call 
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them  (elves,  and  really  appear  to  be,  repenting  profit  utes .  She  who  is  not 
a  pr6ftiti.de>  or  not  known  to  be  fuch,  is  fuppofed  to  have  a  character,  and 
may  be  admitted  to  ferve  in  a  family,  and,  confequently,  is  not  a  proper 
objedt  of  the  care  of  your  charity  ;  and,  furely,  no  girl  will  become  a  pro - 
Jlitute ,  becaufe  fhe  may  have  an  opportunity  to  repent  of  having  been  fo; 
more,  than  women  will  defire  to  become  obje&s  of  charity,  becaufe  bread 
is  fometimes  given  at  a  rich  man’s  door.  It  is  alfo  reafonable  to  conclude, 
that  thofe  only  who  have  tranfgrefled,  and  are  really  penitent ,  will  fubmit 
to  appear  as  penitents -,  and,  what  is  more,  to  be  conjined  j  fince  the  con¬ 
finement,  however  fhort  it  may  happen  to  be,  can  be  fupportable  only  to 
thofe  who  mean  what  they  profefs. 

i  o  fay  that  you  countenance  vice,  becaufe  you  relieve  the  vicious ,  is  ab- 
furd,  and  as  little  true  in  faff,  as  in  the  intention .  Every  one  who  wiffies 
well  to  mankind  mud  fee,  that,  in  refentment  of  the  grofs  enormities 
committed,  the  friends  to  this  charity  take  the  mod  effectual  method  to  re¬ 
cover  thofe  who  are  enthralled,  lod  and  undone.  The  law  of  God,  zeal 
for  liberty ,  the  love  of  your  country,  and  the  duty  you  owe  to  your  fellow- 
creatures ,  earnedly  call  on  you  to  try  the  experiment  j  and  to  fee  what  can. 
be  done  for  their  fervice.  We  all  know  what  great  difficulties  thefe  unhappy 
women  labor  under :  and  how  very  important  your  affidance  may  be,  to 
fuch  as  would  repent,  if  they  knew  how  to  obtain,  were  it  only  a  bare  fupport. 

Some  of  the  unhappy  women  in  quedion,  have  fenfe  enough  to  fee 
themfelves  become  the  Jlaves,  the  miferable  Jlaves  of  an  abandoned  bawd  j 
and  is  it  to  be  conceived,  that  many  of  them  do  not  wife  to  be  fet  at  liber¬ 
ty  ?  If  a  door  is  opened  to  them,  is  it  not  probable  that  feme  of  them  will 
come  in  ?  Go,  and  fin  no  more,  was  the  fentence  of  the  Savior  of  mankind* 
to  one  who,  it  is  fuppofed,  was  fuch  a  penitent  as  yours  may  be.  You  may 
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fay,  come  and  learn  how  to  repent.  You  have  done  great  mtfehief  to  yourfelfi, 
and  to  others  al'o ,  we  will  teach  you  to  be  happy  in  yourfelfi,  and  to  do  good  to 
mankind. 

As  to  the  kind  of  perfons  who  will  become  petitioners  for  your  mercy, 
you  may  judge  by  thofe  who  have  already  offered  themfelves,  before  your 
doors  are  opened;  and  it  is  probable,  that  the  mod  intelligent  and  ingenuous 
girls,  who  have  had  fome  education,  and  remain  with  fome  impreffions  of 
religion  on  their  minds,  or  thofe  who  ar e  young  in  iniquity,  will  be  the  firif, 
and  always  the  moft  ready  to  accept  your  offer.  When  women  are  reftored 
to  health,  and  difeharged  from  hofpitals,  fuch  as  contracted  their  difeafe 
by  proftitution,  hzve  generally  returned  to  their  former  courfe,  as  a  dog  to 
his  vomit;  but  many  of  thefe,  whether  from  a  fenfe  of  duty ,  or  of  ?ni fiery,. 
will  certainly  accept  the  invitation  which  is  given  them. 

'*  *•*•*•■  *  ^  t  t  a.  •  J.  ■  k  i  i  J  1 »  '  yi  ,  V  ■  YT 

There  are  other  objects  who  will  probably  covet  this  retreat ;  thofe  who 
have  pare?:ts,  friends,  or  relations,  whom  they  apprehend  will  be  reconciled- 
to  them,  whenever  they  {hall  give  proof  of  their  real  repentance.  By 
means  of  the  Lock  and  other  hofpitals  many  will  have  it  in  their  power  to 
prefent  themfelves,  not  only  as  penitent  prodigals,  but  with  the  more  fin- 
cerity  of  heart,  as  they  will  be  free  from  pain  and  difeafe.  She  who  willies 
to  return  to  her  obedience  to  the  parent  of  mankind ,  may  furely  hope  to  be. 
received  ;  and  fhe  who  would  make  her  peace  with  her  natural  father, 
and  will  purfue  her  own  happinefs,  may  with  equal  propriety,  by  this  means, 
really  return  to  him  and  fay,  “  Father  I  have  finned  againfl  heaven ,  and  in 
thy  fight ,  and  am  not  worthy  to  be  called  thy  child.”  And  will  die  not  meet 
a  kind  reception  ?  Will  not  fuch  a  declaration  find  its  way  to  his  heart  2. 
Will  he  who  can  feel,  though  it  were  but  a  little,  the  power  of  religion,, 
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or  the  force  of  parental  love ,  refufe  to  receive  her  ?  Can  he ,  whofe  heart  is 
not  fteeled  to  the  impulfes  of  humanity,  forbear  to  fympathife  in  tears  of 
forgivenefs ,  with  tears  of  real  repentance  ?  Under  a  confcioufnefs  of  paft 
guilt,  fuch  confefjion  is  furely  as  natural  to  the  foul \  as  the  evil  which  occa¬ 
sioned  it  was  to  the  body  ;  and(wemay  entertain  the  higheft  hopes,  that  your 
charity  will  be  a  means  of  reconciling  many  a  poor  girl  to  her  parents  and 
her  friends,  who  otherwife  would  be  entirely  loft  to  them,  to  her  country, 
and  to  her  God  ! 

f  "I  .  ,  c  .  f  11 

'  *  *  4  l  J  vrf  3  *  ,  .  * 

I  cannot  check  my  thoughts  in  carrying  the  benefits  of  your  charity  ftill  far¬ 
ther.  Your  defign,  in  favor  of  penitent  profiitutes  will,  in  time,  weaken 
the  influence  even  of  thofe  who  are  not  penitent ;  and  let  the  number  of  pe¬ 
nitents  be  ever  fo  ftnall,  it  will  fo  far  leften  the  number  of  profiitutes  in 
general.  As  an  addition  to  the  labors  of  the  pulpit ,  and  in  oppofition  to  many 
dramatic  writers ,  you  will  give  proof  that  laymen ,  as  well  as  the  clergy ,  in- 
tereft  themfelves  in  the  caufe  of  religion  j  whilft  we  convince  the  world, 
that  we  know  our  intereft  too  well  as  politicianst  to  negledt  any  means  of 
preferving  the  lives  of  our  fellow-fubjetts,  or  of  promoting  ufeful  indufiry . 

• 

Will  it  not  ftrike  the  hearts,  even  of  the  moft  prophane,  when  they  fee 
you  fhow  an  anxious  concern  for  the  immortal  happinefs  of  your  fellow- 
creatutes ;  and  a  pious  refentment  of  the  diftrefes  of  thefe  women  ?  This 
will  furely  never  create  impenitence ;  nor  render  the  evil  you  mean  to  cure , 
more  fatal :  fuch  an  apprehenfion  is  not  confident  with  any  common  principle. 
Though  it  is  confefled,  that  we  are  the  moft  ingenioufiy  iniquitous  of  any  na¬ 
tion  under  the  cope  of  heaven,  to  abufe  and  fruflrate  the  good  intentions  of 
falutary  laws,  and  pious  inftitutions,  can  any  one  fuppofe,  that  we  {hall 
(Irengthen  our  enemies  by  dividing  their  forces  $  or  fucceed  the  lefs  in  bat¬ 
tle, 
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tie,  by  ufing  new  engines  of  war,  hitherto  unpra&ifed,  when  the  old  me~ 
thod  of  fighting  has  been  found  fo  ineffectual  ? 

s  lf  j  .  ^ 

To  fuppofe  that  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  a  judicious ,  and  zealous  divine  ^ 
to  acquaint  thefe  women  of  the  value  of  their  fouls,  would  not  be  doing 
fuch  honor  to  the  clergy,  as  they  deferve.  As  you  have  made  choice  of  a 
chaplain ,  chufe  alfo  with  propriety  the  objects  you  admit,  and  we  ought  to 
expedt  great  good  from  the  inflitution.  As  the  defign  is  fo  peculiarly  cal¬ 
culated  to  infpire  thefe  women  with  a  fenfe  of  religion,  there  is  the 
utmoft  reafon  to  hope,  that  many  who  are  the  objeCts  of  it,  will  pafs 
the  remainder  of  their  days  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  draw  down  hle/fings 
on  your  heads  ;  and  whilft  it  does  the  benefa&ors  to  this  charity  great  honor > 
it  will  do  them  greater  pleafure  too,  than  they  could  derive  from  the  higheft 
indulgences. of  their  paffions,  or  the  mofl  lavifh  gratification  of  their  va¬ 
nity.  Proceed  then  cheerfully  in  the  talk  j  if  it  proves  arduous,  the  greater 
applaufe  will  be  due  to  thofe  who  fublcribe  to  the  fupport  of  it. 


SECTION 
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SECTION  V. 

•  *  »  •  •  *  *  4  **  ^  >1*^ 

The  common  notion  of  mankind  with  regard  to  profit tut es.  The  chriflian  world 
particularly  diflinguifhed  for  charities  of  every  kind .  The  humor  of 

this  nation  for  novelty.  Infitutions  for  the  reception  of  penitent  profitutes 
m  Holland,  Germany,  France,  Spain,  and  Italy.  The  police  of  Rome 
with  regard  to  profitutes. 

'C' VERY  nation  has  fomething  peculiar  to  itfelf :  their  genius,  their  laws, 
and  particularly  their  religion,  generally  create  a  great  difference  in 
their  manners  and  cuftoms.  Hence  it  is  obvious,  that  an  edablilhment 
which  is  very  confident  in  one  country,  may  be  abfurd  in  another.  Yet, 
»4.s  human  nature  is  dill  the  fame,  and  the  propenfity  to  fenfual  gratificati¬ 
ons  differs  very  little,  it  is  no  wonder  that  there  fhould  be  fome  points  in 
which  men  agree.  With  regard  to  the  duties  of  humanity ,  we  fee  that  the 
mod  barbarous  people,  whofe  notions  of  the  deity  are  dark  and  perplexed, 
dill  think  it  their  duty  to  preferve  their  fellow-creatures,  unlefs  there  ap¬ 
pears  good  reafons  for  dedroying  any  of  them,  and  thefe  reafons  are  generally 
founded  in  the  fird  law  of  nature,  felf-prefervation.  In  all  free  and  civilized 
dates,  the  fird  principle  i  s,  fave  your  neighbour,  if  he  has  not  forfeited  his 
life  to  the  laws ,  and  you  fave  yourfelf  :  and  indeed,  not  to  preferve  thofe,  whom 

it  is  in  our  power  to  preferve,  comes  next  in  order  to  the  adual  dedroying 
of  them. 


The 


/ 


[  33  ] 


The  chrtjlian  world  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  molt  extenfive  benevolence ,  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  religion  of  Chrifl  enjoins  a  ftridter  purity ,  than  is  known 
under  any  other  faith.  The  parabolical  flory  of  the  good  Samaritan, 
which  hands  upon  fuch  honorable  record,  leads  us  to  the  trued  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  eternal  obligations  of  Charity.  The  traveller  was  fallen  among 
thieves :  he  was  not  queflioned  how  it  came  to  pafs,  or  if  his  own  indif- 
cretion  was  concerned  in  it;  he  was  grievoufly  wounded ,  and  in  danger  of 
perifhing,  therefore  this  truly  good  man,  thought  it  his  duty  to  relieve  him. 
No  difference  in  faith,  or  country,  no  opinions  in  politics,  influenced  his 
conduct,  it  was  enough  that  this  traveller  was  a  man ,  and  in  great  difirefs. 

To  bring  the  matter  yet  more  home,  let  us  confider  what  the  pra&ice  of  other 
chriftians  is,  in  regard  to  public  charities,  for  the  relief  of  fuch  proflitutes  as 
are  inclined  to  repent  of  their  fins.  —  The  genius  of  this  nation  leads  us  to 
be  pleafed  with  novelty,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  when  old  things  are  erro¬ 
neous,  or  defective,  new  ones  fhould  not  be  countenanced.  We  think  ourfelves 
much  wifer  than  moft  other  nations,  yet,  in  regard  to  the  fubjedt  before  us, 
we  are  many  years  behind  feveral  of  them.  Motives  of  policy,  as  well 
as  a  fenfe  of  tnoral  and  religious  obligation,  have  erected  many  inflitutions 
of  this  kind,  which  have  been  fupported  by  fome  of  the  greatefl,  and 
nobleft  minded  perfons  of  both  fexes,  in  Italy,  France,  Spain,  and  feveral 
other  countries.  In  Holland  they  have  fuch  an  eflablifhment,  differing  from 
the  others,  for  it  is  not  of  the  monajlic  kind,  but  there  are  fome  circum- 
flances  relating  to  the  conduit  of  it,  which,  in  my  judgment,  do  not  re¬ 
commend  it  as  an  exadt  model  to  us. 

In  Amjlerdam  there  are  many  houfes  of  labor  :  the  Dutch  know  well 
how  to  employ  the  profligate  as  well  as  the  poor.  One  of  thefe  houfes  is 
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called  the  Spinbuis.  "  Here  the  women  work,  and  by  that  means  more 
than  Support  themfelves.  In  a  year  or  two,  their  faces,  by  the  natural 
change  of  inhabitants  in  that  country,  are  forgotten  as  proftitutes  3  and 
when  they  have  a  mind  to  come  out,  the  character  they  have  obtained  in 
that  houfe  of  fobriety  and  induftry,  is  allowed  to  be  a  fufficient  recommen¬ 
dation  to  any  family.  But  there  are  other  circumftances  which  attend  their  fi¬ 
xation  :  once  or  twice  a  year  they  walk  in  a  kind  of  gallery,  and  appear,  as 
fervants  do  at  a  ftatute  fair,  in  the  different  counties  of  England.  Sailors  juft 
landed,  and  who  have  neither  time  nor  inclination  for  long  courtfhip,  often 
marry  them  5  the  fates  give  their  confent,  and  Sometimes  a  fmall  fortune ; 
and  many  perfons,  from  proftitutes,  have  been  made  joyful  mothers  oj  chil¬ 
dren.  —  In  a  year  or  two,  if  they  chufe  to  flay,  all  ill-natured  flories  die : 
and  there  are  many  inftances  of  men,  who  have  gloried  in  thus  Saving  the 
unfortunate.”  The  author  goes  on  andafks,  “How  many  parents,  in  an  hour 
of  kind  relenting,  might,  by  thefe  means,  find  out  their  daughters  again, 
which  it  would  tire  one  out  to  do  in  this  metropolis.  Changing  names, 
and  places  of  abode,  renders  this  impoffible,  and  many  a  poor  girl  dies 
in  an  hofpital ,  or  a  prifon ,  at  the  very  inftant  her  friends  are  in  Search  of 
her,  and  willing  to  bring  her  home.” 

The  inftitution  above  mentioned  has  exifted  ever  fince  1596.  when  the  houfe 
was  built  by  the  regency .  Many  who  were  beggars,  or  lived  in  'flews,  were  put 
in  here,  and  maintained  at  the  expence  of  the  city.  The  fenfe  of  the  infcription 
ever  the  door  is,  Do  not  fear:  I  revenge  my felf  not,  of  the  evil,  but  I  compel 
to  do  good.  My  hand  is  fevere ,  but  my  heart  is  friendly.  — -  In  this  build¬ 
ing  are  (hut  up  different  kinds  of  people,  in  different  apartments  5  fome  to 
be  punifhed  corporally  for  their  offences  3  fome  only  fimply  Set  to  work  for 
their  debaucheries,  as  obferved  above.  Here  the  Bible  is  read  to  them  whilft 

they 
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they  are  at  work  j  they  alfo  fing  pfalms  and  fpiritual  fongs,  and  other  means  are 
ufed  to  eflrange  them  from  vice,  and  encourage  them  in  virtue ;  but  people 
are  permitted  to  fee  them,  for  money ,  which  I  apprehend,  in  fome  meafure, 
deftroysthe  intention  of  the  inftitution.  —  Here  are  other  private  apartments, 
where  young  women,  who  are  vicioufly  inclined,  are  occafionally  fhut  up 
at  the  requeft  of  their  parents,  till  fuch  time  as  they  {hew  tokens  of  repent¬ 
ance.  I  mention  thefe  particulars,  not  fo  much  as  a  means  proper  for  us  to 
chaftife  the  turbulent  and  vicious,  as  a  practice  adopted  by  a  people,  once 
famed  for  good  difcipline,  as  well  as  renowned  in  arms. 

There  is  an  order  of  penitents  at  Merfailles ,  eftablilhed  about  the  year 
1272.  with  a  view  to  engage  women,  who  had  proftituted  their  ho¬ 
nor,  to  return  to  virtue.  In  1452  there  was  a  foundation  of  the  fame  kind 
at  Metz,  At  Naples  there  was  an  order  eftablifhed  in  1314  (or  as  fome 
writers  mention,  in  1324)  for  harlots,  under  the  name  of  Magdalens.—~ 
About  the  fifteenth  century,  there  was  another  eftablifhment  of  the  fame 
kind,  commenced  at  Paris ,  for  thole  unhappy  women  who  groaned  under 
the  crime  of  proftitution,  and  defired  to  devote  themfelves  to  heaven,  and 
atone  for  their  mifdeeds.  Among  others  I  find  this  remarkable  circum- 
ftance,  that  none  were  to  be  received  after  thirty  five  years  of  age.  This 
order  was  branched  out,  and  we  fee,  foon  after,  there  wer  eMagdalens,  and  Mag- 
delanettesy  at  Rouen  and  Bourdeaux ,  being  convents  to  receive  thefe  kind  of 
finners,  and  four  nuns  of  one  of  the  firft  orders  at  Paris ,  wrere  employed  to 
regulate  the  condudt  of  thefe  penitents.  This  proved  fo  laborious  a 
talk,  thefe  nuns  were  relieved  from  time  to  time.  In  thefe  places  it 
was  prohibited,  under  pain  of  excommunication,  to  receive  any  but  real  har¬ 
lots.  Another  order  was  founded  at  Seville ,  in  1550,  for  fuch  women  as 
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had  followed  a  licentious  life,  and,  being  touched  with  remorfe,  were  be¬ 
come  penitents. 

In  Rome,  a  convent  of  this  fort  was  eftablifhed  fo  long  fince  as  626,  dedi¬ 
cated  to  Mary  Magdalen ,  who  is  confidered  as  the  patronefs  of  pe?7ite?its.  Pope 
Leo  X.  afterwards  confirmed  the  fame.  Clement  VIII.  ordered,  that  all  the 
effeds  of  public  or  private  harlots,  who  died  intefiate,  (hould  devolve  to 
this  monadery  j  or,  if  they  made  a  will,  it  fhould  be  null,  unlefs  they  be¬ 
queathed  a  fifth  part  of  their  goods,  to  this  inftitution.  —  There  are  cha¬ 
rities  of  this  kind  in  almod  every  city  in  Italy ,  and  many  others  in  France , 
which  need  not  be  enumerated  at  prefent.  It  may,  however,  illudrate  the 
fubjed,  to  take  notice,  that  in  fome  of  thefe  retreats  there  are  of  three  di- 
dindions  5  one  of  St.  Magdalen ,  who  make  vows  5  one  of  St.  Martha,  who 
are  not  admitted  to  make  vows-,  and  one  of  St.  Lazarus,  who  are  detained 
by  force. 

.  -  .  .  .  i  ‘ 

Thus  we  may  fee  what  the  pradice  of  chrijlians  has  long  been  in  popijh 
countries.  Thank  heaven  we  know,  that  the  parade  of  papal  vanity, 
is  the  genuine  produce  of  grofs  ignorance  and  fuperjlition  :  but  I  appre¬ 
hend,  that  religion  has  not  been  the  only  motive  $  and  in  honor  to  the  fe¬ 
male  world,  it  mud  be  remembered,  that  ladies  of  great  fortune  and  di- 
flindion,  have  had  the  mod  merit  in  the  edablifhment  of  thefe  charities. 
It  may  be  alfo  prefumed,  that  the  tendernefs  which  the  wife  and  benignant 
author  of  nature  has  implanted  in  the  human  bread,  has  had  a  great  fhare 
in  every  inditution  of  this  kind.  Nor  does  this  pajjion ,  for  fo  we  may  jud- 
ly  call  it,  predominate  lead  in  thofe,  whofe  imaginations  are  the  mod  chaf- 
tifed ,  or  the  deceptions  of  their  fancy  bed  underdood  :  on  the  contrary,  we 
End  that  the  mod  vicious,  whofe  paflions,  in  general,  are  the  lea  ft.  tamed,  have 
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alfo  the  lead  fenfe  of  the  miferies  their  vices  create.  This  is  clearly  evinced 
by  the  conduct  of  the  generality  of  men,  with  regard  to  women,  in  the  in- 
fiance  of  illegal  commerce. 

m 

It  is,  indeed,  one  of  the  abfurd  tenets  of  the  Romijh  church,  to  engage 
people  to  make  vows,  and  to  diut  them  entirely  from  the  world,  whether 
their  hearts  (hall  afterwards  fubfcribe  to  fuch  feclufion  or  not  j  but  this  is 
not  the  cafe  in  all  indances,  even  with  that  church,  as  appears  from  what 
I  have  mentioned  above  and  I  am  fure  it  will  not  be  the  lefs  agreeable  to 
the  purity  of  genuine  chridianity,  nor  the  lefs  confident  with  the  wifed  po¬ 
licy,  to  afford  thefe  unhappy  women  a  temporary  retreat,  where  piety  may  be 
fupported  by  labor,  and  where  the  united  force  of  thefe,  will  qualify  them  ef¬ 
fectually  for  both  worlds.  Here  no  incenfe  will  be  offered,  but  the  pure  dames 
of  devotion  i  nor  will  any  vows  be  required  :  it  may  be  hoped,  indeed,  they 
will  be  infpired  with  a  refolution  to  die,  rather  than  abandon  virtue ,  to  which 
they  profefs  themfelves  to  be  votaries.  Thus  may  they  learn  what  it  is  to  aCt 
like  accountable  beings!  When  they  return  into  the  world,  they  will  know 
how  to  diun  temptation,  and,.  however  difguifed  under  fpecious  appearances, 
they  will  fly  from  it  as  from  the  teeth  of  a  ferpent.  By  fuch  means  they  may 
at  length  advance  the  caufe  of  true  religion,  promote  the  welfare  of  their 
country,  do  honor  to  human  nature,  and  provide  for  their  lives ;  and 
when  death  comes,  fubmit  gracefully,  and  look  forward  with  joyful  hopes 
of  everlading  happinefs. 

Thus  have  I  collected  thefe  indances,  and  drawn  thefe  conclufions,  to 
fhew  what  the  common  fenfe  of  mankind  has  been  in  regard  to  the 
means  of  repentance  afforded,  for  this  kind  of  violation  of  the  divine  law.  I 
mud  now  mention  the  police  in  fome  of  thefe  very  countries  where  fuch 
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indulgence  is  {hewn.  It  has  been  a  received  notion  amongft  us,  that  in 
Rome ,  and  feveral  other  places,  thefe  women  are  licenfed ,  or  tolerated; 
and  it  is  true,  that  they  are  under  regulations ,  as  a  part  of  the  police  of 
that  city,  but  not  in  the  manner  as  is  generally  apprehended.  When 
a  woman  is  detected,  or  known  to  live  in  this  ftate  of  licentioufnefs, 
the  is  fummoned  before  a  magijlrate ,  who  declares  the  reafon  of  it  in 
thefe  terms : 

\  r  >  *  *  ,  \  *  | 

You  are  impeached  of  being  guilty  of  profit  ution,  and  of  making  a  trade 

of  it.  If  you  are  inclined  to  repent ,  you  may  be  received  into  the  boufe  of 

* 

penitents ,  (a)  where  you  will  be  properly  employ edy  and  taken  good  care  of  If 
you  will  not  accept  of  this  offer ,  and  are  detected  again ,  you  muft  enter  your 
name  at  the  public  regifer ,  as  a  proJlitutey  and  be  fubjeffi  to  the  following  re¬ 
gulations for  the  breach  of  which  you  will  be  feverely  chaffed.  . 

i  ft.  Tou  Jhall  not  appear  on  any  account ,  except  in  a  certain  diftriB  (b ). 

2dly.  Ton  fall  not  refufe  any  man  who  may  afk  you,  except  on  fundays  or 
holidays ;  it  mu (l  not  be  before  fuch  an  hour ,  nor  after  Juch  an  hour  (c). 

3dly.  If  you  live  on  the  ground  floor ,  you  are  to  take  but  one  /hilling ;  on 
the  firfl  floor  one  frilling  and  flxpence  j  and  on  the  fecond  you  may  take  two 
J hillings  (d). 

4thly.  Tou  are  to  receive  but  one  man  at  a  time  to  your  apartment ,  under 
fevere  penalties ,  which  will  be  exaBed  of  you ,  upon  information. 

5thly.  Tou  are  not  entitled  to  receive  any  benefit  y  from  any  hofpital  or  pari/h. 

6thly. 

(a)  LeConvertite.  (b)  Places  mentioned.  (c)  Hours  mentioned. 

(d)  About  this  value :  tlie  Italian  houfes  differ  from  ours,  as  to  the  eftimation  of  different  floors. 
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6thly.  Tou  have  no  right  to  appeal  to  jnjlice  fir  any  infult ,  or  debt ,  a  Sis  of 
cruelty  excepted. 

7'thly.  Tour  oath  fiall  not  be  valid ,  except  in  cafe  of  robbery  or  murder. 

8thly.  Tou  are  not  entitled  to  any  aflum  hereafter ,  except  to  be  received  to 
hard  labor. 

9thly.  Ton  are  to  be  fubjeB  to  fuch  future  laws  and  regulations ,  as  may  be 
hereafter  made  for  the  incorrigible  :  and, 

Laftly.  Tou  are  not  entitled  to  chri/lian  burial. 


Some  of  thefe  articles,  in  a  free  country,  would  be  thought  hard  terms, 
even  for  a  proftitute :  but  furely  a  perfon  dying  in  a  date  of  premeditated 
proftitution,  feems  to  forfeit  a  title  to  chriflian  burial.  Can  the  burial  fir- 
vice  be  read  over  fuch  a  body  ?  Our  dearly  beloved  filler  departed  in  fare 
and  certain  hope  of  a  blejfed  refurreBion ,  may  be  confidered  as  Jure  and 
certain  mockery. 

How  far  the  Italians  adhere  to  thefe  rules,  I  do  not  venture  to  pronounce> 
but  this  is  the  light  in  which  their  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  laws  regard  pro 
flitution.  It  is  not  effential  to  my  prefent  purpofe  to  confider  any  further, 
the  nature  of  thefe  inftitutions,  nor  what  were  the  motives  to  the  eftablilh- 
ment  of  them :  you  mean  to  fave  a  number  of  poor  helplefs  creatures  from 
perifhing  ;  to  remove,  fo  far  as  the  effects  of  your  charity  fhall  extend, 
one  caufe  of  the  decreafe ,  or  hindrance  of  the  greater  increafe  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  land  to  employ  thefe  women  in  ufeful  labor,  and  to  habituate 
them  to  a  religious  life  :  and  furely  this  is  an  objeffc  moft  highly  worthy  of 
your  attention,  and  will  as  furely  entitle  you  to  the  applaufe  of  your  fellow- 
fubjeds  and  citizens ! 


SECTION 
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SECTION  VI. 

•  I  \ 

‘ The  inefficacy  of  our  laws .  Liberty  and  virtue  interwoven.  The  advantage  of 
zealous  magijlrates.  The  infamous  practices  of  keepers  of  bawdy -houfes. 
The  necejjity  of  cor  re  Bing  this  abufe,  in  order  to  render  this  charity  effectual. 
The  advantage'  of  giving  the  penitents  part  of  the  produce  of  their  labor . 
The  utility  of  giving [mall  portions ,  or  donations ,  upon  the  marriage  of  thofe 
who  are  reclaimed.  Hofpitals  appropriated  to  the  cure  of  venereal  diflem - 
pers  will  encreafe  in  reputation ,  by  means  of  this  charity .  This  injlitution 
not  extended  to  the  aged  and  difempered. 

v 

IT  has  been  often  debated  how  far  it  is  advifeable,  fuppofing  it  were 
practicable,  totally  to  fupprefs  proftitutes.  The  fubjeCt  is  delicate ,  not 
necejfary  to  be  difcufted,  and  will  hardly  admit  of  a  ftriCt  examination. 
Let  it  fuffice  that  it  is,  or  fhould  be,  in  the  power  of  the  civil  magif- 
trate ,  to  drive  proftitutes  from  the  public  ftreets,  and  remove  every  dan¬ 
gerous  temptation  to  the  unwary  youth. 

As  to  the  inefficacy  of  our  laws  to  accomplifh  a  reformation,  it  is  but  too 
obvious  from  experience,  which  is  the  beffc  guide  of  life,  that  we  want 
either  J, kill  to  make,  or  virtue  to  execute,  any  law  to  anfwer  the  purpofe 
in  all  refpeCts ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  much  eafier  to  talk  of  fuch  laws,  than  to 
frame  and  adapt  them  to  our  religion  and  conftitution.  This  gives  us  a 
ftriking  proof,  that  true  religion ,  and  true  politics ,  cannot  be  long  fupported, 
they  will  ever  be  in  a  tottering  condition,  unlefs  the  virtue  of  individuals 
comes  in  aid  of  them. 


It 
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It  is  certain,  that  rods  were  -made  for  the  bach  of  fools  j  but  it  is  alfo  cer¬ 
tain,  that  feverity  of  fome  kinds  brings  on  as  great  evils  as  it  cures.  Are  we 

really  ambitious  of  being  free  ;  let  us  then  remember,  that  liberty  and  vir¬ 
tue  are  twin  born,  and  defended  from  heaven  at  the  fame  time:  and  that 

the  inexpreffible  bleffings  which  liberty  beftows  on  mankind,  can  be  enjoy¬ 
ed  no  longer  than  we  offer  our  devotion  at  the  fhrine  of  virtue  :  if  once 
we  totally  negledt,  or  wantonly  defpife  virtue,  not  even  the  fmiles  of  prin¬ 
ces,  nor  the  favor  of  the  great,  are  half  fo  precarious  as  liberty. _ If 

proftitution  were  punifhed  with  death,  fhould  we  not  think  it  tyranny  ? 
And  yet  even  this  would  not  totally  cure  the  evil. — The  laws  already  in 
being  are  ineffectual j  and  it  is  much  to  be  wiftied,  that  fome  new  law 
were  made,  provided  it  could  be  fo  well  digefed ,  as  to  Jleer  betwixt  the  ex¬ 
tremes  of  lenity  and  feverity,  but  there  are  many  inconveniences  which 
free-born  fubjeCts  will  fubmit  to,  of  their  own  choice,  that  the  notion  of  law 
would  render  infupportable.  So  far  as  reafon  and  religion  have  any  power 
over  the  mind,  your  good  work  may  be  accomplilhed,  without  the  authority 
of  the  civil  magiflrate :  and  furely  no  body  can  pretend  to  fay,  it  is  not 
pofible  that  reafon  and  religion  can  produce  the  end  propofed.  Would  hu¬ 
man  laws  be  of  fufficient  force,  to  prevent  mankind  from  degenerating  into  a 
fpecies  of  unnatural  brutes ,  were  religion,  and  the  perfuafve  calls  of  huma¬ 
nity,  quite  out  of  the  queflion  ?  When  thefe  women,  who  offer  themfelves  as 
objects  of  this  charity,  are  reminded  that  there  is  a  God,  and  a  fate  of  rewards 
for  good,  and  of  punifiments  for  evil  actions,  after  death,  it  will  furely  roufe  the 
attention  of  fome  of  them :  I  fay  remmded,  for  it  is  to  be  feared  that  many,  even 
of  thefe,  have  forgotten  what  they  were  once  taught,  and  that  others  je  proper¬ 
ly  of  no  religion. 

* 

As  to  a  coercive  law  to  accomplifh  a  reformation,  however  neceffary  it 
may  be  in  the  great  view  of  correcting  the  vices  of  the  people  j  in  the  cafe  of 

F  penitence , 
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penitence ,  which  is  the  true  foundation  on  which  your  charity  (lands, 
to  compel  women  to  repent ,  is  an  abfurdity  in  terms.  A  vigorous  exer¬ 
tion  of  power  in  a  legiflature,  and  the  attention  of  good  magiftrates  to 
their  duty,  do  marvellous  things,  towards  the  reforming  the  manners  of  a 
people  ;  but  the  remedy  again#  proftitution  is  one  of  thofe  circumftances, 
which,  as  I  have  juft  obferved,  depends  fo  much  on  the  virtue  of  individu* 
ah,  that  with  us,  who  are  unhappily  fo  little  awed  by  the  fear  of  punifh- 
ments,  we  mtift  undermine  thefe  works  of  Satan ,  or  make  a  breach  in  them, 
before  we  can  take  them  by  ftorm.  Your  defign  may  prepare  the  way  for 
fome  law  that  is  confident ;  and  it  will  contribute  to  fet  the  vigilance  of  the  good 
magijirate ,  and  truly  honejl  man ,  in  the  moft  amiable  point  of  light :  he- 
will  now  have  it  in  his  power  to  point  out  the  rewards  of  virtue  to  the  real  pe - 
nitenty  as  well  as  to  hold  up  a  rod  for  the  punifhment  of  the  incorrigible . 

Yve  need  but  ftep  out  of  doors,  to  fee  what  fituation  we  are  in  at  pre¬ 
sent.  To  fay  nothing  of  harlots,  who  figure  at  the  top  of  life,  whether 
thefe  are  more  or  lefs  dangerous,  where  (hall  we  find  fuch  an  abandoned 
race  as  fome  of  the  lower  forts,  who  infeft  the  moft  public  ftreets  of  London  t 
The  number  of  proftitutes  is  fo  great,  in  the  evenings  not  to  mention  their 
various  appearances  at  noon-day ,  that  we  fhould  doubt  whether  every  fe-* 
male  we  meet,  is  not  an  harlot ,  if  the  women  of  this  profefiion  were  not 
generally  diftinguiihed  by  their  open  folii  citations  to  pafiengers,  and  a  cer¬ 
tain  effroniory  in  which  modejly  has  no  (hare.  It  is  true,  they  are  fometimes 
apprehended but  this  frequently  occafions  frefti  iniquity,  and  another  kind 
of  prcjhtuticn.  How  often  the  laws  are  rendered  fubfervient  to  the  avarice 
of  petty  officers  of  juftice,  is  a  fa<ft  more  eafy  to  be  lamented  than  defcribed, 
and  of  which  many  will  complain ,  and  few  attempt  to  remedy  the  evil. 


I  have 
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I  have  already  deplored  the  fufterings  of  thefe  women,  and  the  calami¬ 
ties  they  create  ;  the  immoral  conduct  of  thofe  who  tempt,  and  the  infamous 
behavior  of  fuch  as  expofe  the  tempted  to  tnifery .  Without  entering  minutely 
into  the  numerous  caufes  of  the  diftrefs  of  thefe  women,  it  would  be  unjuft  to 
them,  whofe  reformation  we  wilh  to  fee,  not  to  take  notice  that  the  chief 
caufe  of  the  utter  ruin  of  many  of  them,  is  owing  to  the  infernal  arts  of 
the  keepers  of  bawdy-houfes,  who  contrive  that  young  'women  fhall  run  in¬ 
to  their  debt  for  lodging ,  diet,  and  clothes  j  and  then,  by  the  terror  of  that 
debt,  and  the  confequences  of  it,  force  them  to  fubmit  to  their  hellifli 
practices.  It  would  be  happy  if  a  law  were  made  to  afford  fome  fhelter 
and  relief,  to  open  fome  room  for  thefe  unhappy  creatures  to  efcape  from 
their  ruin  j  for  as  the  cafe  now  ftands,  the  facred  name  of  the  law ,  is  the 
great  engine  of  debauchery  and  deft ruB  ion,  which  thefe  bawds  make  ufe  of. 

If  fome  officers ,  whofe  duty  it  is,  were  to  do  their  duty ,  in  a  proper  man - 
tier,  the  bawd,  inftead  of  being  countenanced  and  protected,  would  hardly  have 
power  to  pur  fa  e  her  trade,  much  lefs  to  profecute  for  falfe  debts ,  or  for  fuch  as 
are  not  flriBly  due.  It  is  well  known,  that  there  are  a  fet  of  fellows,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  minifters  of  juftice,  employed  in  enquiring  after  handfome  girls,  that 
are  a  little  in  debt,  “  and  if  they  can  contrive  to  buy  up  their  notes,  perhaps  at 
“  a  crown  in  the  pound,  they  arreft  them,  detain  them  at  their  houfe  in  quality 
“  of  a  fpu?2ging-houfe ,  and  make  their  property  of  them.  The  debt,  perhaps 
“  of  two  or  three  pounds,  ftill  remains  if  they  were  to  earn  them  a  hundred 
“  pounds  j  fo  that  they  are  never  after,  cut  of  their  clutches,  till  they  are  rot - 
“  ten  and  unfit  for  fervice,  when  they  are  caft  into  the  ftreets.”  Happy  were 
it  if  a  law  could  be  fo  contrived,  without  danger  to  good  fubjeBs,  that  debts  con¬ 
tracted  to  bawds,  or  in  notorious  bawdy-hcufes,  fhould  be  confidered  as 
debts  contracted  at  play .  The  propofition  fee  ms  to  be  equally  confident, 

F  2  and 
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and  it  might  check,  if  it  did  not  prevent  fuch  lawlefs  practices,  under  the 
fanclion  of  the  laws.  And  if  thofe  women  were  upon  their  guard,  fo  as 
not  to  give  their  notes  of  hand,  it  would  be  a  difficult'  matter  to  prove, 
that  a  bawd  traded  a  whore,  for  a  good  purpofe.  But,  alas,  of  all  the  daugh¬ 
ters  of  Eve ,  thefe  girls  are  the  lead  confiderate ;  foolijh  in  their  departure  from 
virtue ,  and,  if  pcjjible,  dill  more  foolijh ,  in  not  knowing  how  to  make 
vice  indrumental  to  their  fupport ;  a  prey  to  the  debauchee ,  and  the 
merchandize  of  the  artjul  pimp ,  who  triumphs  in  their  credulity .  It 

is  undoubtedly  a  lefs  crime  againd  God,  and  the  fate ,  to  take  a 

\ 

purfe,  than  for  one  of  thefe  bawds  to  enfnare  a  poor  girl  fird,  and  then 
plunge  her  into  prifon  for  a  debt,  the  value  of  which,  perhaps,  has  been 
paid  ten  times  over.  This  is  an  evil,  which  you  will,  ’ere  long,  have  greater 
knowledge  of ;  and,  I  hope,  you  will  be  able  to  obtain  fome  remedy  for  it.  For 
if  thefe  keepers  of  bad  houfes,  find  means  to  force  women  to  continue  pro- 
ditutes,  they  will  be  enabled  to  declare  open  war  againd  your  injlitution ,  in par¬ 
ticular  ,  as  they  now  fetat  defiance  all  laws  in  general ,  human  and  divine .  If 
thefe  practices  are  not  fuppreffed,  the  attempt  to  relieve  thefe  wretched  wo¬ 
men,  will  require  fo  much  the  greater  attention.  As  to  the  bawds  taking 
much  pains  to  mifreprefent  the  nature  of  your  inditution,  I  have  too  much 
reafon  to  believe  they  have  done  it,  and  will  continue  to  do  it;  but  we  may 
hope,  that  thofe  who  have  anyfenfe,  will  not  be  talked  out  of  it,  or  their  good 
inclinations  frudiated  by  peifons,  wnofe  profeffion  it  is  to  deceive ,  and  who 
having  bargained  for  their  fouls  with  the  father  of  lies,  the  more  company 
they  drag  with  them  into  the  regions  of  darknefs,  they  feem  to  think  the 
lefs  miferable  tney  fhallbe.  May  heaven  punifk  them  till  they  become  virtuous ! 

You  will  foon  difeover  what  a  true  gallantry  of  fpirit  it  requires,  to  refeue 
thefe  unhappy  proditutes  from  Jlavery  to  redore  them  to  the  arms  of  their  af- 

dieted. 
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flidled  parents  ;  and  to  render  them  a  comfort  to  their  relations  and  friends 
And  if  you  can  thus  defend  the  laws  of  God ,  you  may  alfo  recover 
us,  in  fome  meafure,  to  difcipline,  and  obedience  to  legifative  authority, 
which,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  has  long  been  at  a  low  ebb  among  common  people. 


Let  nothing  be  wanting  to  render  your  defign  effectual  to  the  end  pro- 
pofed  !  If  reafon ,  if  perfuafion  ;  if  the  mod  fuitable  encouragement,  can  make 
any  impreffion ;  if  the  hopes  of  eafe  in  this  world,  or  of  happinefs  in  the 
next,  can  engage  the  attention  of  thefe  women,  I  know  you  will  convince 
them  of  the  benevolence  of  your  intention.  Some  time,  however,  will  be 
neceflary  to  perfuade  them  how  well  you  mean  j  and  it  may  be  hoped,  they 
will  at  length  learn  that  virtue,  in  a  plain  garb,  with  health  and  a  fober 
diet,  is  preferrable  to  being  dreiTed  up  like  Jheep  for  the  altar,  and  of  fuf- 
fering  all  the  dreadful  confequences  of  an  impious  life. 

As  you  propofe  to  give  each  a  part  of  the  produce  of  her  labor,  and  in¬ 
tend  that  thofe  who  behave  well  fhall  have  a  bounty  alfo,  it  may  be  hoped, 
they  will  find  the  greater  reafon  to  thank  God  for  their  deliverance.  It  is 
alfo  probable,  that  many  of  thofe  who  are  real  converts,  will,  by  their  la¬ 
bor,  piety,  and  modefty,  and  their  character  in  confequence  of  fuch  quali¬ 
ties,  recommend  themfelves  to  good  hufbands  j  for  it  is  very  eafy  to  conceive, 
that  the  agreeablenefs  of  many  of  thefe  women,  added  to  their  ability  to 
fupport  themfelves,  will  tie  the  bands  of  focial  affedlion  much  Wronger, 
than  is  ufual  in  common  life,  where  neither  piety  nor  induflry  are  regarded. 

'  •'rs-a 

As  there  is  joy  in  heaven  over  a  finner  that  repenteth,  there  ought  to  be 
joy  on  earth  alfo.  We  lament  the  lofs  of  a  good  man  when  he  leaves  this 

world,  but  we  ought  to  fhudder  at  the  death  of  the  unrighteous .  It  is  this 

only 
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only  which  gives  a  deep  anguifli  of  foul  to  him  whofe  ideas  are  enlarged,  and 
who  looks  beyond  the  narrow  verge  of  life.  When  you  fee  thefe  women 
redored  to  a  true  fenfe  of  virtue,  you  may  confider  them  as  rifing  from  the 
grave,  and  you  may  fafely  (how  all  the  indulgence  which  the  nature  of  your 
undertaking  will  admit  of.  If  by  any  ad  of  munificence  you  can  put  them 
in  a  way  of  fettling  comfortably  in  the  world,  your  charity  will  (hine  with  re¬ 
doubled  ludre.  This  leads  me  to  mention,  what  notions  have  been  entertain* 
ed  by  fome  of  the  greated  and  bed  of  men,  in  regard  to  the  encouragement  of 
marriage.  The  learned  Erafmus  thought  the  giving  dowries  one  of  the  nobleji 
kinds  of  charity,  and  bequeathed  certain  fums  of  money  to  it.  And  the 
ingenious  baron  Holberg ,  who  was  alfo  greatly  didinguifhed  for  his  merit, 
efiabl  i(hed  a  fund  for  that  purpofe,  and  without  doubt,  he  died  with  much  the 
greater  pleaiure,  in  the  reflexion  that  he  fhould  be  inftrumental  in  making 
fome  young  ladies  the  happier,  in  that  date,  which  it  is  no  indignity  to 
them  to  fuppofe,  mod  young  women  wifh  to  be.  His  legacies  were  con¬ 
fined  to  the  mojl  virtuous  part  of  the  fex,  and  confequently  to  render  them 
more  happy  than  they  were  before  :  you  plead  for  thofe  who  were  loft ,  and 
are  found,  with  a  view  to  alleviate  their  mifery ,  and  render  them  ufeful. 
And  fince  pleafure  chiefly  confids  in  an  ab  fence  of  pain ;  and  as  virtue  is,  in 
(ome  degree,  its  own  reward  even  with  regard  to  this  world  5  it  feems  to  be  a 
higher  objed  of  the  care  of  mankind,  to  relieve  the  didrefled,  than  even  to 
augment  the  happinefs  which  virtue  has  fo  drong  a  title  to. 

If  the  promife  of  temporal  as  well  as  eternal  rewards,  will  raife  a  glori¬ 
ous  emulation  amongd  the  mod  virtuous ;  may  we  not  hope  that  it  will  be 
indrumental  alfo  in  reclaiming  the  vicious  ?  Happinefs  is  the  common  end  pur- 
fued  j  and  we  may  point  out,  even  to  the  mod  abandoned  of  mankind, 
what  are  the  trued  means  to  acquire  this  end. - We  may  alfo  lay  it  down 
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as  an  invariable  maxim,  that  whatever  tends  to  promote,  among  ft  the  idle  and 
difiblute,  a  habit  of  induftry  which,  to  all  appearance,  will  produce  as  great 
an  advantage  to  the  community,  as  the  pecuniary  confideration  which  is  gi¬ 
ven,  to  promote  that  induftry,  amounts  to,  will  in  the  ifiiie  be  highly  bene* 
ficial.  But,  if  to  induftry  we  add  the  means  of  preferring  life  j  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  moral  virtue ,  and  the  exercife  of  religious  duties  ;  it  is,  in  fad*, 
only  making  uie  of  a  few  good  things  of  a  lejfer  value,  to  acquire  more  good 
things  of  a  much  greater  value:  and  where  care  is  taken  to  prevent  a- 
bufes,  this  muft  be  produdive  of  the  greateft  benefit.  It  feems  abfurd  to 
entertain  a  jealoufy,  that  whilft  we  feel  the  fad  efteds  of  any  certain  vice ,  that 
the  encouragement  of  a  virtue  of  an  oppofite  nature  will  promote  fuch  vice ; 
and  nothing  but  virtue  fhould  entitle  them  to  fuch  an  encouragement. 

A  bounty  being  thus  given  to  fuch  reclaimed  perfons ,  as  excel  in  piety, 
induftry,  and  a  fubmifiion  to  a  regular  oeconomy ,  it  will  certainly  prepa 
the  way  to  their  being  married  to  honeft  and  induftrious  men.  The  happy 
ends  which  will  be  obtained  by  fuch  a  bounty ,  given  to  the  virtuous,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  the  propagation  of  mifery  and  bad  example,  feem  to  be  too 
obvious  to  need  any  farther  illuftration  :  for,  if  thofe,  who  have  been  a  nu- 
fance,  become  ufeful  members  to  fociety,  and  they  receive  the  rewards  of 
virtue  as  they  now  receive  hire  for  being  vicious ,  the  ends  of  true  policy , 
and  true  charity ,  will  be  anfwered  in  the  higheft,  and  moft  proper  man¬ 
ner,  and  the  fate  will  be  doubly  repaid  the  charge. 

I  apprehend  from  your  plan,  that  you  do  not  intend  to  receive  the  diflemper - 
ed  till  cured,  nor  the  aged ,  but  only  fuch  as  have  been  profitutes>  and  be¬ 
ing  yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  are  in  danger  of  returning  to  their  evil 
courfe  ;  and  alfo  defirous  to  become  induftrious  $  and  above  all,  fuch  as  feem  to 
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have  a  fenfe  cf  their  guilt,  and  earneftly  wiffi  to  give  proof  of  their  repent¬ 
ance.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  it  will  be  hardly  poffible  your  eftabliffi- 
ment  can  degenerate  into  a  Lock  Hofpital ,  as  fome  imagine,  more  than  it 
will  become  a  common  tworkhoufel  and,  leafi  of  all,  a  houfe  of  corredlion. 

I  refer  it  to  your  confideration,  if  you  can  by  any  other  means  have  fo  fair 
an  opportunity  of  difcovering  the  real  character ,  and  difpofition  of  fuch  ob¬ 
jects  of  your  charity,  as  come  from  hofpitals,  as  in  the  very  place  where  they 
have  been  cured  of  their  difeafes  :  and  if,  during  the  time  of  cure,  thofe 
who  are  candidates  for  your  beneficence  fhould  not  be  feparated  from  thofe 
who  do  not  fo  much  as  pretend  to  leave  off  their  iniquity  ?  If  an  able  divine, 
who  knows  how  to  recommend  religion,  is  alfo  employed  in  fuch  hofpitals, 
the  difficulty  of  accomplifhing  your  work,  will  every  day  decreafe.  —  Hu¬ 
manity  in  preferving  their  health  when  recovered  j  piety  in  taking  care  of  their 
folds  ;  policy  in  promoting  ufeful  indujlry>  will  then  keep  pace  with  thofe  chart  - 
ties ,  which  are  fo  well  calculated  to  cure  the  difeafes  of  thefe  unhappy  women. 

Every  hofpital  efiabliffied  for  the  cure  of  venereal  difeafes,  and  particularly 
that  which  is  appropriated  to  this  purpofe  only,  will  derive  a  fandtion,  and 
increafe  in  reputation,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  patients  who  become 
penitents ,  and  after  they  are  cured  prove  an  honor  to  fociety.  Thus  we  ffiall 
make  one  infiitution  fubfervient  to  another,  and  render  fuch  hofpitals  ef¬ 
fectual,  to  every  great  and  good  purpofe  for  which  they  were  efiabliffied. 
They  are  already  temporary  expedients  to  alleviate  mifery,  but  they  cannot 
render  the  objedts  happy ,  in  this  world,  much  lefs  can  they  fecure  the  feli¬ 
city  of  the  next. 
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The  dangerous  confequences  of  feeding  the  idle.  The  duty  of  chaflifmg  the 
vicious,  a?id  of  encouraging  the  virtuous  poor.  The  general  duty  of  an 
aSlive  and  induflrious  life.  The  advantages  which  may  arife  from  the 
fkilful  employment  of  young  female  orphans.  The  great  utility  of  the  Mag¬ 
dalen  charity.  Conclufioni  with  an  invitation  to  profitutes  to  confder  what 
their  fituat ion  is. 
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YOU  will  eafily  judge  of  the  zeal  with  which  I  efpoufe  the  caufe 
you  have  adopted  :  but  whilft  I.  am  pleading  in  behalf  of  this 

pious  inftitution,  it  is  neceffary  to  take  notice,  that  if  there  was lefs  idlenefs 

.  -  :  -  ;  no  J 

among  the  working  female  poor,  there  would,  not  only  be.  fewer  profitutes , 
but  fewer  beggar s3  and  fewer  thieves :  there  would  likewife  be  a  heavy 
expence  in  the  poors-rate-  faved.  — -  The  indulgence  of  feeding  girls  and 

young  women  who  do  not  work,  is  a  mark  of  falfe,  tendernefs,  and  fome- 

J  °  .  .  .  ire  MflJ  io Mi 

times  renders  charities  inftrumental  to  debauchery.  I  have  often  heard 
talk  of  the  great  difference  of  the  rates,  between  parifhes  where  the  poor 

work,  and  where  they- are  idle:  and  one  may  naturally  conclude,  that 

•  -  ■  *  •  ■ ;  ■  ■ 

many  who  are  born  to  get  their  bread  by  labor,  do  really  fpend  their  days  in 

’  •  ,  ■  •  '  ijJ 

idlenefs.  This  I  apprehend  to  be  the  cafe  amongft  us,  more  than  is  obferved 
.  •  ■  -  v  '  •  Fo  ° .  mow  I  Idooq  . 

in  many  other  nations,  and  from  hence  arifes  the  Wronger  reaforj  to  enter  fe- 

riouflyinto  the  confideration  of  your  undertaking,  even  upon  political  prin- 

ciples.  . 
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Lawgivers  and  magijlrates  have  at  all  times  fuppofed,  that  the  fear  of 
death,  or  confinement ;  of  compulfive  labor,  or  corporal  correction,  would 
either  awe  the  wicked,  and  prevent  iniquity  ;  or  that  the  a&ual  fuffering  of 
thefe  feverities,  would  reform  all  grofs  enormities.  But  it  is  a  fa£t  too  well 
known,  that  the  abufe  of  houfes  of  correction  is  carried  to  that  pitch,  with 
us,  as  to  render  them  houfes  of  corruption,  not  of  reformation.  Hence  it 
is  probable,  that  you  will  fucceed  in  the  way  you  propofe,  rather  than 
by  any  compulfive  means,  which,  to  a  free  people ,  may  fender  the  remedy 

as  bad  &s  the  difeafe. 


Notwithftanding  the  mutability  of  all  human  affairs  5  notwithftanding  our 
changeable  tempers,  we  are  amazingly  conftant  in  the  great  article  of  pub¬ 
lic  charities ;  and  yet  we  muff  not  pretend  to  much  virtue,  ’till  we  pay  more  at¬ 
tention  to  that  partwhich  relates  to  freiyeM  irtdujiry,  though  \zkmoneybe  given. 
The  firfi  will  render  the  objects  of  thefe  charities  more  moral ,  and  confequent- 
ly  lefs  inclined  to  impofe  on  their  benefactors  j  the  lafl,  will  enable  many  of 
them  to  get  their  bread  without  fuch  charitable  afliftance.  Some  charities* 
from  their  very  nature,  ought  in  all  reafon  to  decreafe }  for,  if  aCts  of  benefi¬ 
cence  do  not  create  lefs  want,  and  lefs  mifery  i  if  thofe  who  have  been  re¬ 
lieved  once,  (hall  for  this  and  no  better  reafon,  conclude  that  they  have  a 
right  to  be  relieved  again,  the  meafureof  fuch  moral  obligations,  between 
the  rich  and  poor ,  will  be  confounded  3  the  virtue  of  the  Donor  will  pervert 
its  own  end,  and  create  that  very  mifery  which  he  intended  to  prevent.  It 
is  an  obfervation  but  too  well  founded,  that  when  the  generality  of  the  com¬ 
mon  people  have  worn  off  afenfe  of  duty,  and  though  able  to  work,  are 
not  athamed  to  eat  the  bread  of  idlenefs,  great  mifery  and  abufe  of  charity 
will  creep  in  3  and  if  corruption,  and  bad  examples ,  turn  panders  to  excefs 
and  luxury,  many  wants  will  be  created,  even  among  the  poor,  which  have 
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no  exigence  from  necejjity ;  and  which,  otherwife,  would  have  had  no  exig¬ 
ence  at  all.  But  it  is  in  vain  to  contemplate  the  evils  which  have  made 
fuch  inroads  upon  us,  unlefs  we  refolve  upon  meafures  to  prevent  their  pro - 
grefs.  If  the  vicious  poor  were  oftener  chaftifed,  and  compelled  to  work ,  a- 
greeably  to  the  great  order  of  providence  ;  and  if  the  virtuous  poor  were  more 
timely  relieved  with  gentlenefs  and  humanity  ;  if  a  conftant  attendance  were 
given,  and  a  greater  exertion  of  fkill  Jhewn  in  the  oeconomy  of  parijh  af- 
fair S)  we  fhould  not  find  fo  much  money  expended,  feemingly  in  vain  : 
there  would  not  be  fuch  enormous  fums  devoted  to  charitable  putpofes,  and 
yet  our  flreets  abounding  with  objects,  who  are  a  Jhame  to  government , 
and  a  difgrace  to  human  nature. —  It  is  a  happinefs  we  enjoy  in  this  com¬ 
mercial  nation,  where  nature  has  been  fo  indulgent  to  us  with  regard  to 
the  fertility  of  the  earth,  that  perhaps  there  is  no  country  in  the  world, 
where  the  people  may  be  fo  eafily  fet  to  work  j  but,  as  our  riches  are  great , 
fo  is  the  indolence  of  the  oppulent ;  and,  as  onr  liberty  is  facred,  liberti- 
nifm  and  a  contempt  of  difcipline  will  often  arife  from  it. 

-  .  .  .  ^  *  '  "  '  v  •  -f  >  -fx  „  l 
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Men  of  fpeculative  minds  may  refine  as  they  pleafe,  things  will  have 
their  courfe  :  on  the  one  fide,  even  riches,  with  indolence,  and  licentiouf- 
nefs,  will  certainly  produce  mifery  :  but,  on  the  other,  virtue,  fkill,  and 
vigilance,  will  fhew  their  effects  in  preventing ,  or  alleviating,  the  evils  of 
life.  It  ought  to  be  conftantly  inftilled  as  a  ruling  principle ,  in  the  minds  of 
both  fexes,  and  of  all  ranks >  that  man  is  an  aBive  being ,  and  if  he  is  not 
taught  to  do  good,  he  will  certainly  do  mifchief  Idlenefs  is  very  jufily 
called  the  root  of  evil  in  general,  but  it  is  particularly  fo  in  the  cafe  of 
proftitution.  —  Of  all  flations  in  life,  the  mod  deplorable  is  that  of  per- 
fons  who  are  brought  up  in  affluence,  and  reduced  to  poverty,  without 
any  means  of  fupport  from  their  own  fkill  and  induftry.  This  I  take  to  be 
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the  cafe  of  many  proff.tutes,  who  are  ;  the  daughters  of  poor  tradefmen, 
or  of  clergymen  of  poor  livings  in  the  country.  If,  by  means  of  your 
inftitution,  fuch  perfons  learn  to  work,  though  they  begin  late  in  life, 
they  may  provide  tbemfelves  a  comfortable  fupport. .  A  woman  who  is 
miftrefs  of  a  trade,  is  a  fortune  to  a  hufband,  and  in  cafe  of  his  death  may, 
provide  for  her  children,  as  many  widows  do,  who  have  had  the  happi- 
nefs  to  be  educated  in  an  induftrious  manner,  and  in  the  w'ay  which  na¬ 
ture  feems  to  have  appointed  for  both  fexes,  equally  the  fame,  though  the 
objedt  for  employment  is  different.  It  has  been  often  obferved,  that  there 
are  many  trades,  now  in  the  hands  of  men,  in  which  women  might  do  as 
well,  and  fome  which  their  natural  ingenuity  would  enable  them  to  carry 
on  much  better.  '  j  t  .  i  r  ;v. ,:i 
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The  remedy  of  thefe  evils  has  long  engaged  our  thoughts,  but  war  miift 
teach  us  to  be  ftridlly  circumfpedt.  The  fkilful  and  the  afhve  mud  help  to 
lighten  the  burthen  of  the  rich,  as  well  as  of  the  poor,  and,  by  Javing  money, 
affift  in  the  fupport  of  the  war,  that,  when  it  is  happily  finished,  we  may  be 
the  better  enabled  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace. '  Thus  we  may  render  our 
charities  equally  fubfervient  to  the  honor  of  God,  the  fervice  of  the  fate,  and 
the  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  of  our  fellowrfubjedts.  ,  j  .  ...  • 

;»'*•*  ”  .  ;>  v".  '  '  r  •  ef  i  -  a i  '  i  i;.*v 

With  regard  to  fuch  as  are  only  in  danger  of  being  corrupted,  it  mufl  be 
con fe fled,  that  in  fome  cafes  it  is  more  eafy  to  prevent  than  to  cut;e  a  difeafe , 
yet  it  does  not  follow,  that  fuch  cure  is  to  be  negledted.  When  the  propo- 
iition  was  fir  ft  made  for  an  efiabti foment  of  charity-hcufes  for  frtendlefs.  girls 
and  repenting  proflitutes,  they  were  juftly  diftinguithed  as  two  very  different 
objedts  :  and  for  as  much  as  the  denomination  cf  friendlefs  girls  might  take 
in  vaft  crowds,  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  the  fupport  of  which  no 
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private  fubfcription  could  compafs,  the  propofal  required  much  confidbation 
It  alfo  appeared,  that  if  the  overfeers  of  parifh  work-houfes,  and  the  guar* 
dians  of  charity-fchools  were  to  do  their  duty  effectually,  and  employ  all 
young  perfons,  within  their  jurisdiction,  in  ufeful  labor,  there  could  be  no 
occafion  for  any  fuch  new  inflitution .  It  was  for  this  reafon,  I  prefume,  that 
you  firft  refolved  to  purfue  the  plan  for  fuch  relief  of  thefe  women,  for  whom- 
no  provifionhas  been  yet  made,  as  might  recover  and  preferve  them. 

w  *  »#$''•«  V  t  *  ‘  «  t  •  „  ■  1  •.  .  \  v  )  f  \  '■ 
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On  the  other  hand  it  is  very  apparent,  that  there  are ,  in  this  great  me¬ 
tropolis,  a  number  of  young  girls,  entitled  to  protection,  of  whom,  to  our 
great  fhame,  no  parifh,  or  fchool,  takes  any  cognizance,  and  who  can 

hardly  avoid  becoming  the  prey  of  lufl ,  difeafe ,  and  mifery _ The  de- 

lign  of  a  well-regulated  workhoufe  for  vagabond  girls,  may  prove  a  great- 
relief  to  many  miferable  objeCts ;  and  if  fuch  an  inflitution  can  be  managed 
in  fo  judicious  a  manner,  as  to  ferve  as  an  example  to  parifh  officers,  and  a 
guide  to  guardians  of  charity-fchools,  throughout  this  kingdom,  it  will 
operate  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  end  in  view  :  and  if  a  proper  provifion  is 
not  yet  made  for  the  relief  of  fuch  vagabond  children ,  it  is  much  to  be  vvifhed 
that  fome  law  for  this  purpofe  were  enacted. 

In  Rome  they  have  an  eflablifhment  for  poor  female  orphans,  called  the 
order  of  the  holy  facrament ,  where  they  are  taught  fuch  trades,  as  they 
can  live  by  when  they  come  into  the  world  :  they  make  manufactures  of 
wool,  both  cloth  and  fluffs,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  obferve  great  ex- 
aCtnefs  in  their  devotions.  There  is  hardly  any  country,  protejlant  or  fo- 
pijh,  mahommedan  ox  pagan,  but  fhews  more  tendernefs  than  we  feem  to 
have  had  for  fuch  young  girls  as  wander  about  the  flreets  in  filth  and  rags ; 
for  whilft  we  forget  our  duty  to  them,  they  feem  totally  unacquainted  with 
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every  moral  obligation,  and  accordingly  we  find  them  fo  loft  to  a  fenfe  of 
their  duty  to  God,  as  hardly  to  know  that  there  is  one. 

If  fuch  charity  fhould  be  found  ufeful  and  expedient,  you  will,  I  prefume 
confider  the  young  vagabond  female  orphans  alfo,  if  any  number  of  them  are 
found  in  the  eaftern  quarters  of  the  town,  where  there  is  the  mojl  Jhew  of 
police.  This  I  apprehend  to  be  your  defign  :  but  your  firft  attempting  the 
Magdalen  Charity ,  is  a  proof  of  your  diflin&ion  :  if  this  is  not  the  mod 
effential ,  it  is  the  mofl  difficult  undertaking,  and  will  require  the  mod  fkill 
and  circumfpe&ion.  And  for  the  fame  reafon  that  the  cure  of  a  difeafe, 
feems  to  be  more  intending,  in  a  diredt  view,  and  fometimes  more  certain 
in  the  operation,  than  the  prevention  of  it,  there  is  the  utmofi:  reafon  for 
you  to  continue  fieady  to  your  intentions,  in  the  purfuit  of  which,  it  is 

probable,  you  will  have  bufinefs  enough  on  your  hands,  though  you  were 
never  to  take  up  the  other  objeft. 

After  all  that  can  be  faid  on  the  fubjedl  of  your  undertaking,  it  mud 
Hand  on  piety  :  real  repentance  is  the  only  true  foundation  which  can  fup- 
port  it,  and  much  will  depend  on  your  vigilance,  and  good fenfe .  I  make  no 
doubt  but  that  every  precaution  will  be  ufed ;  and  if  your  officers  enter  with 
zeal  and  fpirit  into  your  ideas,  and  endevor  to  make  reflexions  on  their  ex- 
perience,  and  to  furmflifuch  hints  as  may  be  drawn  from  it,  you  can  hard¬ 
ly  fail  of  fuccefs.  —  No  body  doubts  of  your  fincerity  or  abilities }  and,  it 
may  be  prefumed,  the  propriety  of  the  defign  will  every  day  merit  the 
attention  of  our  fellow- fubje&s,  more  and  more,  and  engage  them  to  fubfcribe 
to  it  with  an  open  heart ,  and  a  literal  hand,  as  well  knowing  that,  in  the 
mojl  direa  view,  they  will  fave  the  wretched  from  perdition . 
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Before  I  conclude,  I  cannot  help  remarking,  what  infinite  pains  fome  men 
take  to  deceive  themfelves;  half  fo  much  labor  to  fet  themfelves  right ,  would 
anfwer  their  true  end.  Among  other  absurdities,  it  is  the  common  cant  of 
libertines  of  both  fexes,  that  God  never  made  man  to  be  damned.  If  they 
know  their  own  meaning,  it  mud  be  this,  that  man  being  made,  and  as 
his  maker  certainly  intended  his  happinefs,  he  mujlhe  happy ,  whether  he  an- 
fwers  the  conditions  of  that  happinefs  or  not.  —  Is  not  this  an  opinion  more 
abfurd  than  was  ever  entertained,  even  by  the  Pagan  world?  — The  learned 
and  the  illiterate  may  equally  bewilder  themfelves  in  their  enquiries,  but 
Still  they  mud  recur  to  this  conclufion,  that  we  were  made  free,  and  are 
rational  agents  ;  that  we  are  free ,  and  as  fuch,  a  free  and  rational  obedi¬ 
ence  mu  ft,  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  be  expected  from  us.  Could  God 
be  the  judge  of  mankind  if  there  was  nothing  to  be  judged  of?  —  And 
what  fentence  can  we  conceive,  can  be  pad,  where  there  is  no  punijhment , 
for  offenders  ?  —  And  for  what  can  we  imagine  men  will  be  punifhed,  but 
for  their  difobedience  to  the  divine  command  ?  —  Wretched  mortals,  thus 
to  endevor  to  put  out  the  eyes  of  their  own  underftanding,  that  under  the 
Shelter  of  darknefs  they  may  gratify  the  animal  part  of  their  compofiiion,  or 
pleafe  fome  favourite  paffion,  though  it  be  but  for  a  moment . 

So  it  is ;  the  weak,  and  the  wicked  part  of  mankind,  generally  incline  to 
adapt  their  notions  to  their  praBice,  and  talk  of  the  infinite  mercies  of  God, 
as  if  they  meant  only  to  flatter  him  out  of  his  jufiice.  As  it  is  blafphemy 
to  challenge  our  Maker  for  creating  us  what  we  are ,  or  for  making  the 
conditions  of  our  happinefs  fuch  as  they  really  are  $  fo  it  is  the  grofiefl 
folly  to  imagine,  he  will  reverfe  his  decrees.  If  we  really  believe  in  him  i 
if  we  have  any  pretence  to  the  privileges  of  reafon,  we  fhall  indeed  find 
the  highefl  confolation,  in  the  contemplation  of  his  mercy,  whilft  the  terror 
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of  bis  juflice  will  keep  us  in  awe:  we  fhall  do  honor  to  the  power  he  has 
entruded  us  with,  and  receive  with  joy  the  affiances  he  has  promifed  ;  and 
thus,  indead  of  rebelling  againd  his  authority ,  we  fhall  find  infinite  reafon 
to  pay  divine  honors  to  his  clemency,  as  the  fupreme  lawgiver ;  and  to  adore 
his  goodnefs  as  the  tender  parent  of  mankind.  Let  us  ever  remember  that 
our  belief  depends  greatly  on  our  prattice ,  as  well  as  our  practice  on  our 
belief.  Every  one  may  fee,  if  they  chufe  to  look,  what  God  has  been  pleafed 
to  reveal  of  himfelf :  and  what  his  will  is  towards  mankind.  Thofe  who 
fondly  imagine  that  he  means  the  contrary  of  what  he  fays  $  or  that  our  re¬ 
velation  is  fabulous ,  may,  as  I  fet  out  by  obferving,  as  well  difeard  chri - 
fiianity  at  once.  We  mud  either  give  up  the  bible  and  tef  ament,  or  re¬ 
nounce  our  reafon ,  or  for  fake  our  fins. 
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The  talk  of  teaching  thefe  unhappy  proditutes  th o  great  law  of  confide- 
ration ,  will  be  glorious ,  in  proportion  as  their  prefent  fituation  is  dreadful 
What  a  trade  is  that,  the  wages  of  which  is  everlading  perdition ! — If  they  faw 
the  real  date  of  their  condition,  and  the  ruin  gaping  wide  to  fwallow  them, 
they  could  not  live  in  open  contempt  of  the  laws  of  God  and  man ,  and 
in  defiance  of  confcience  ;  their  fouls  would  fhudder  at  the  thought!  their 
minds  would  be  amazed  with  terror  !  If  they  were  made  fenfible  what  clouds 
of  darknefs  hang  over  their  profpedt  of  futurity,  remorfe  would  rend  their 
hearts !  Thought  may,  indeed,  be  in  fome  meafure  banifhed,  and  the 
mind  become  infenfible  of  fear,  or  forrow  j  but  will  the  foul  therefore 
ceafe  to  be  immortal  ?  —  Or  will  a  God  of  infinite  judice  not  puni/h 
for  offences,  th o  habitual  exercife  of  which,  occafions  this  very  infenfibility  ? 
On  the  other  hand,  they  will  be  convinced,  that  heaven  has  boundlefs 
joy  in  dore  for  thofe  who  repent  of  their  mifdeeds.  That  the  practice 
of  virtue  will  comfort  the  heart,  and  exilerate  the  fpirits,  rejoice  the  foul 
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and  exhibit  a  fcene  of  pleafure ,  and  felf -complacency,  beyond  the  power  of 
language  to  defcribe  ;  and  fince  life,  at  bed,  is  balanced  on  a  point  fubjedt 
to  fall,  even  by  the  motion  of  the  air,  let  thofe  who  have  been  mod  expofed 
to  danger,  rejoice  mod,  when  they  happily  finidi  their  journey,  and  what¬ 
ever  te?nptatiom  or  dijlrejjes ,  difappoi n t ments ,  or  misfortunes ,  they  may  have 
met  with  on  the  road,  let  them  cheer  each  other,  and  red  in  pious  confi¬ 
dence,  that  they  fhull  at  lad  be  fafely  conducted  to  the  manfions  of  everlading 
felicity  ! 

Let  me  once  more  obferve,  that  it  is  amazing  how  far  prejudices  often 
betray  the  mod  virtuous  and  fenfible  perfons,  into  a  belief  of  what  the  mod 
vicious  and  foolifh  are  folicitous  to  give  credit  to,  namely,  that  it  is  an  abfur- 
dity  to  think  of  repentance  among  projlitutes .  If  nothing  but  a  miracle  could 
reform  this  vice,  it  might  beabfurd  indeed  to  expedt  fuch  miracle,  but  I  ap¬ 
prehend  that  this  vulgar  error  has  taken  its  rife  from  good  pokey  not  rightly  un- 
derdood.  We  may  now  appeal  to  faffs.  Whild  lam  yet  writing,  I  hear 
that  you  have  taken  in  a  number  of  poor  girls,  who  give  every  token  of  be- 
ins*  what  they  pretend,  dncerely  dedrous  to  forfake  their  evil  couife  of 
life,  confcious  of  their  offence,  and  glad  to  make  atonement  for  it ;  that 
they  live  with  the fmpheity  of  young  children,  and  the  underfanding  of  wo¬ 
men  who  know  their  happinefs  is  the  only  objedt  you  have  in  view. 

The  utility  of  your  undertaking  mud  be  apparent  to  'all  the  world.  If 
you  afford  thefe  women  the  means  of  employment ,  you  will  indiudt  fome 
in  ufeful  arts  who  never  learnt^  any  before  ;  you  will  give  others  a  habit  of 
indudry,  as  well  as  an  opportunity  of  reforming  their  morals  ;  and  refeue 
their  bodies  and  their  folds.  Thus  may  we  flatter  ourfelves  tnat  the  mod 
fenfible,  the  mod  virtuous,  the  mod  pious  and  didinguifhed  ladies  amongd 
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us,  will  fhew  the  molt  comifliferation ,  and  pride  themfelves  in  promoting 
this  charity  :  while  men  in  general,  thofe  who  are  the  leaf,  as  well  as  thofe 
who  are  th tmoft  converfant  with  harlots ,  will  find  fufficient  reafon  to  contri¬ 
bute  towards  the  edablifhment  and  fupport  of  it.  I  hope  both  fiexes,  will 
promote  an  undertaking,  fo  well  calculated  at  once  to  prove  a  blejjing  to  the 
commonwealth ,  and  an  honor  to  human  nature ,  that  we  may  live  to  fee  true 
divinity,  and  true  policy  unite,  and  die  in  .fo  much  the  .more  exalted  hope , 
and  pious  confidence ,  that  we  fhall  receive  our  reward  in  that  date,  which 
every  moment  brings  fo  much  nearer  to  us. 

Let  it  not  be  coldly  faid,  “  thefe  women  are  felf-punijkers ,  and  their  mifiery 
the  efett  of  their  own  folly Alas,  we  are  all  foclijh,  though  not  in  the 
fame  manner  01  degree.  Our  worldly  misfortunes,  and  our  fpiritual  didref- 
fes,  generally  arife  from  our  pafiions ,  our  weaknefs ,  or  perverfe  inclinations  3 
and  if  no  fuccour  ought  to  be  afforded  in  fuch  didrefs  as  this,  when  is  it  to 
be  afforded  ?  God  forbid  that  the  greateft  calamity  fhould  be  the  leaf  con¬ 
quered  !  There  are  many  indances  in  which  human  laws  exadt  atonement 
for  crimes,  and,  without  which,  fociety  could  not  exift.  In  fuch  cafes 
the  Perfian  adage  takes  place,  they  must  Jleep  in  the  bed  which  they  have  made  l 
But  you  intend  to  convert  and  fiave  finners  by  the  means  o i  piety  and  labor  y 
not  to  defiroy  them  by  the  fword  of  juftice. 

Perhaps  fome  of  thefe  women  have  never  been  properly  taught,  that  the 
fame  divine  lawgiver ,  on  whofe  authority  we  found  the  certain  belief  of  the 
immortality  or  the  foul,  has  declared  that  he  fhall  one  day  denounce  the 
fevered:  male diB ion  again d  thofe  who  die  impenitent .  Go,  ye  curjcd ,  into 
eve?  lafting  fire  !  —  Depart  from  me,  into  that  unutterable  mifery,  into  which 
your  own  impenitence  has  plunged  you.  But,  to  thofe  who  have  repentedy 
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in  fincerity  of  heart,  and,  by  a  fober  and  religious  life,  have  given  proof 
of  fuch  repentance ,  he  allures  us,  praife  and  applaufe  will  be  given,  more 
harmonioufly  fweet,  than  the  mod  feraphic  drains  of  mufic,  and  far  more 
tranfporting  than  the  united  force  of  all  the  captivating  delights  this  world 
can  afford  !  Come  ye  blejj'ed  of  my  father ,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  jor  you. 
Be  happy.  —  Be  happy  for  ever ;  immortally  happy,  as  far  beyond  your 
conceptions,  as  heaven  is  exalted  above  earth ,  or  the  duration  of  eternity 
exceeds  a  moment  l 

Thus  have  you  fet  a  view  of  eafe  and.  comfort,  difeafe  and  mifery ,  life  and 
death ,  heaven  and  hell ,  before  the  eyes  of  thefe  poor  women.  To  thofe  va¬ 
rious  methods  in  which  mercy  is  generally  offered,  you  add  another  Jink¬ 
ing  proof  how  much  the  hearts  of  men  are  influenced  by  that  benignant 
power  which  governs  the  world.  May  your  piety  be  communicated  to 
others,  and  produce  all  the  happy  effe&s  of  this  truly  charitable,  and  truly 
pious  inditution  ! 
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